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'RALLY DISAPPOINTMENT
‘BUT STILL

GREAT

Although ' both Toko-

FUN

The left front suspension (e car’s
was

the car’s performance and
had to give away about
40 mph. to other cars in
its sectiion. !

=3

pump she'ardci

had enjoyed every minute
of the event and that
breakdowns were just a part

of the sport to be endured
and overcome.

Botth teams are eager to
compelte agaiin next year buft
Mr Guthrie thinks that he
will enter a different ocar,
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off and th s unabl robabl Escort > - ‘
rop eatrles in (s years L L O e mEe T R N = 1
Heatway rally were pla- [ 0"tk 1o arrive they  The men did not.wish to enter next year in the same R |
gued by bad luck and grove the badly damaged &PPear to be making excus- car and he intends to com- 4

both teams were slight-

ly disappointed with

their performances,

they enjloyed the rally
ensely.

lm’i.“l'ne team of Graham

Guthrie and Lyndsay _ They carried on up the :
il : ini  Walikiatlo River stage and in 7
Dickinson in a Mini i, oy iy 5

Cooper S were placed
69th overall . while the

car to the nearest garage.
It was about midnight on
Sunday and it took them
until 2.30 am. on Monday
to put a new steering box
in the car and to catch up
with the rest of the rally.

ond and third gears. Affter

- completing this with only

es as almost all the cars
‘in the rally Had trouble of
some sort. They said they

pete in a rally in Palmer-
ston North in September.

La* « 25 ¥ e o2 R
Datsun 1300 returned te Marlow Motors undented and undaunted last

A different looking X
other team of George two gears they were told week after the gruelling 3,000 mile Heatway Rally. Dick Marlow and Wayne Lynch in the
e A e o mt&e an’va%y Ha;(i’ they | Fisher-Kastle sponsored entry were the first Manawatu Car Club members home in 30th

patrick, driving a 1968
Ford t, were forc-
ed to pull out when ly-
ing about 30th.

The  Guthrie - Dickinson
team trouble started at
scrutineering  where they
were told that they needed
a new brake cable and new
wheel bearings and that they
had to fix some holes in the
fire wall, an oil leak and
some loose cables and hoses
under the bonnet. There
were no facilities to do this
and the car had to be fixed
on the road-side. It was
ready five minutes before
the deadline for re-scrutin-
eeriing.

Mr Gulthrie’s team started
in 7Ist position and comple-
ted the first three stages
unevenitfully. However, on
the fourth stage (Moonshine
Road) the car went out of
control and hit a bank.

won no points. The car was
taken to a garage where it
wals i d down and

As soon  as they caught

mereRStdft’hemmyupa't‘

AuckTand - the car went per-
fectly and the rest of the
' without

Mr Guthrie said that the
whole project had cost

about $2500, but he was

pleased with the car’s per-
formance since it was the
oldest and smallest car in
the rally.

Mr Kuttell’s troubles also
started before the rally
when they discovered too
late thlat the wrong cam
shaft had been put in the
car. This greatlv reduced
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|-place out of 85 entries. Dick commented his car performed admirably with no _mechaqical
| problems. He now intends to enter in the Golden Shell Rally in August (Peter Cain Studios).

Local drivers
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~ Councifs disapproval of -
running of rally

The manager of the Heat- made with property owners,

way Hsar Rally will be told he‘fs'i'ahlg s il - wisad
e

Mastaroo, Souty i ction of the road
i ap| | of the. the entire section OL A€
Eu‘:m:sﬁdl::: p::l‘ll; ‘ﬂ::ough bﬁfglt;ﬁe the tgfef;icxa\iergux'ltir &
§ ' e — wer
the Mm”;::f ::t::i\ém Tl quarterls giyan g;):rx; “&‘Z&“’iﬂ
ggl%oxft"aét was made wit ;‘;;‘.'gus l:nish ga”
S(l)'operty-owners bordering the D, M. Brown said
lt?oadsv over which the rally was PR arsdtra s ?Peg :g:;d su:)ei
5 j mewood roa
m'rll“heir only notification was Eg to 130 mph and the damage
a letter placed in maill t:lox%s to the madt waﬁeﬁgnslbcll?r&}ﬂes
people failed t0  The county clerk, Mr W. S.
:ggeiv?atﬁg,s r?ot‘ ication. - -~ Barnett, said the offlm:(} c&?:;
‘The letter was to advise ing time for the9 zléo i
1 that the roads were from 5.30 am to e Lo
S o B oy e Ve i
clerk but the organisers of the o | A
i e sufficient of closure. L {
Ie.?ilg‘t %})d s:gtthrgtak contact was a great risk, he said.

~ Rally _

“In the whole of the 2500
. mile Heatway Intermed-
iate rally. our Tovota

Corolla performed beauti-

fully”’. said Neville Potts
_and’ Roger Hood of Puke-

kohe. - ?
~ They finished 20th over-
all and fifth in the 1000cc -
1300cc class out of 19. There
were 84 starters and 69
finished. :

*“We had no mechanical prob-
lems. were involved in no inci-
dents. and only had two punc-
tures’’. said Neville.

Both drivers expressed their @
appreciation of the reliability
of the car. and in particular to

C

~ Neville Potts (left)
 and Roger Hood after
they returned from the
Heatway Internation-
al Rally.

John Bemasconi who was the F
chief mechanic and spent two
months prepiring the car.
Each day the car was given an
~ hours check. e
SERVICFE CARS
Two service ~a.'s were used in
_ the trial, a Toyota Corolla
Estate-with- Denis Griffin and
John Bermasconi of Pukekohe
as crew. and a Holden Util-
ity with Nick Herrold and
Trevor Ellery of Waiuku.

The trial was held in five
stages and started in Welling-
ton. First was to Wanganui via
the King Country. and the
second to Auckland via

- Taumaranui. From Auckland
the trial continued to
Tauranga. Opotiki and Gis-
borne. The fourth was to Tolaga
Bay. Tokomaru Bay and Nap-
ier. and the last stage to Welling-
ton.

On the trial just over half the
journey was in special stages.
which meant that certain roads

~were closed to other vehicles
while the rally was on.

When Neville and Roger left
Wellington they drew 77th
place, and throughout the trial
progressively improved their
position.

At Wanganui thev were 52nd.
Auckland 30th, and Napier 25th.
Roger said evervthing was
worked on a points system.
which was known every day.

Over the entire rally both
drivers averaged from four to

_ five hours sleep each day.

e ————————
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Cleared Road
For Rally

Activities during the month
.of April included special at-
tention being given to the Man-
gapoike Road prior to the
Heatway International Car
Rally, reported the pound-
keeper, Mr S. Robinson, to
yesterday’s meeting of the
Wairoa County Council.

Mr Robinson said a mnight
patrol had been carried out
and cattle found on the road
had been removed and im-
pounded. Fees for this had
still to be collected.

All State Highways had been
patrolled during the period
and animals impounded had
totalled 20 cows.

Verbal warnings had been
given to owners of stock im-
pounded, and especially where
odd sheep had been seen on
| roads.

One mob of cattle had pas-
sed through the district and
I fees were yet to be collected.
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Who is the fastest

;./Fancy yourself as an quickest and coolest mecha-  practical test. The latter
‘{g&ateur. mechanic? covered

n town?

i i ; 5 the of time brakes and check the alterna- v
mcsmm_a:: “mana' anager for the  allowed for hm?nt:e servic-  ‘tor charge rate. how they would quickly check
team, Mr Graham Tattle, ing stops during the rally be- Missed compression pressures in

‘'said: “We had to find mecha-
nics willing to work 24 hours a
day, with plenty of stamina, a
tremendous knowledge of
the cars and the ability to

jiatogad Bl @ o u‘eﬂ‘iu not ldhn" how to
one of t work fast and efficiently treme pressure. normal \ -
e ; i cars  Workshop practice these men temporarily stop
chanles A Bl < - ian - A e from slipping and why the an
 diagnosing faults. necting the windscreen wiper ~ We were really putting pres- belt kept coming off.
2 SRSk “It was difficult to find men  motor circuit at the fusebox, Sure on them to simulate the Benefits - ;
ay | with all these qualities but we loosening the fan belt, engine  conditions they would ex- Mr Tattle said that the over-
finally did.” g ~ mounts, an outer tie rod end  perience during the actual ’ 4
ition for TR Do - i all standard of the applicants Sesibon : ,
FV. G 1 . and-a wheel. A tail light was rally. : high and that e
, which ; - .~ Practical disconnected. A misfire was The written test required WS hmmm :
- inance z: Thecorporaﬁcalledappb— mdueed‘:leom :ycl;’l:u"al;y contemt::; to state w::dt ?:m.mmm“n“, = ow truck too
beinad ot g ot i . o sem % e '
ﬂsmm Club- both North and South isiands  Contestants ais0 ot So- s in what order, to determine ~ Self Would have future bene- o : : :
man, was strong and only the ~and they had to sit a 45-minute  move and refit both front disc the cause of an engine misfire (—ﬁ”'..m R ot Gd s . : »
e ages fast diagnosis of faults l l
ing us time ol AN way Rally  time lost by getting them on
mers " Mr Tattle said. Thebeenlm l:ibe:l:::you é B s i i by
S108 Jors rally <o, putting them back on the road
improved the diagnostic the toughest yet. -

i| roug

ability of service team mem-

-showed the value of rallying
‘to the commercial motor
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If ever there was a test of men and motor

Infact,noﬂﬁngeouldbefwdm-fromthemﬂn.'
It is extremely doubtful if any one of the cars that set
out from Wellington at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 13,
would have made it back there a week later without
theheh:ofthebadc—upservicingmsmstqfwhom
worked like latter-day slaves to keep the cars in the
competition. 2 _

After it was all over winner Andrew Cowan who,
with Paeroa’s Jim Scott, - home an immacu-
late Mini Clubman GT, entered by the General
FimnceCorpontlbn.sﬁditwaSthetoughmtm‘nyhe
‘had done in four or five years. it '

Cowan, winner of the entered by the General Finance

has rallied all over the world
and knows what he is talking
of hours from the start.

about.
' _ The stories are legion and it
He was well aware of the fact would be unfair to sort out any
that without the support of the one man for distinction because
New Zealand Motor Corporation’s every member of the team pitched
13 mechanics .who kept his car in. o
in tip-top condition he would not z On the second special stage, for
have been in the hunt. ! example, Jim Richards, one of the
The point about an event such fastest men in saloon car racing,
as the Heatway is that if one is dropped his left front wheel on

;upon to perform prodigious feats
iand it all started within a couple

| out to win, one must be prepared the Marina into a water table
‘| to flog the car to breaki

ng point some four miles from the end of
against the clock on the special  the tortuous Moonshine track.
stage some of which are so|  The tyre - punctured when it

London - Sydney Marathon, Co tion, and singleton Mini
and a front-runner in the Club entered by Excess Insurance ,n4
World Cup Rally that took and driven to fifth -spot by Hast-

the field ltl‘l;mugll Europe and  ings farmers Angus Hislop and
South America, until he Mike Langley. 3

crashed and broke his l In the event, they were called

_sible, they wan

; into a rally
|| pared for a break-down and in this

- that even a hardened
farmer would be reluctant to
tackle them at other than a snail's
pace in his four-wheel-drive cross

country vehicle. ;
No mtendmg front runner goes
of this nature unpre-

Heatway they came thick and fast.
In the ultimate, the mechanics

/| servicing the cars really won the

rally and most of them went with-
out meals and sleep to do so.

; Mofor Corporation 4
The Motor Corporation selected

a team of 13 mechanics to look
after the three cars, the Cowan-.

struck a block of wood and the

Undeterred Richards pressed on at
unabated pace to the end of the
sta?e e\ghe}:e his 1l:wo mechanics
replaced the complete suspension
unit and had him and co-driver
Jim Carney on their way in 26
minutes. Subsequently the per-
formance was repeated not only
on Richards’ car but also on the
other Marina driven by Dauntsey
Teagle and Peter Harris.

Up near Tolaga Bay the pipes
running to the auxiliary radiator
on Cowan’s car fractured because
of the severe jolting the Club-
man was subjected to on a partic-
ularly rough special stage.  With-

Scott Mini Clubman and the two
Morris Marina - 1.8-litre TC coupes,

m— -

S a——————————————

in six minutes the iator had

been removed and the pipelines

suspension arm was damaged.

world.”

——

cars in New Zealand, the 1972
International Heatway Rally, which ended theIHngtonhstSamrday, was just that.
, Thedﬂvers,ofeourse,madethehuﬂinesmdns,ﬂwmostpubﬂdsedevent
ev&mezm.mmrsmmdsoneww-readmmdradmﬂstemde
‘ beexcusedforbellevingﬂnttheyeovorgd the 2500 miles, in which more than 1300
miles were special stages, without anything much in the way of outside help.

ness.
re-routed to get the car into the
contest again,

Subsequently, the main radiator
mountings broke and the N.Z.M.C.
mechanics fitted a new one in the
middle of the night in Dannevirke
so quickly that Cowan and
Scott were able to resume without -
incurring penalty points for late-

For just about everyone in the
Heatway, the rally was a chapter
of repairable accidents and the
time in which the cars were re-
paired determined the final result.

Peter Hall, general manager of
the Motor Corporation, and team
manager John rook knew this
was the way the rally would go
once the driving teams had
been selected they directed all
their energies to moulding the
best possible back-up team.

Apart from the major objective
of having the four cars complete
the rally as highly placed as pos-
to demonstrate
to the public the efficiency of the
mechanics who every day repair
and service the cars that the
public buys.

The mechanics came through
with flying colours and Cowan
and Scott were first to lavish
praise upon them.

Other competitors were equally
loud in their praise of  their
mechanics, many of whom were
called upon to carry out seeming-
ly impossible tasks, often on the
roadside in the middle of the
night, the only illumination being
a torch and, to make matters
worse, either in heavy rain or
biting cold.

The driver and navigating co-
driver do, of course, count for a
fremendous amount in an event of .
this nature, but success can only
come with a concerted team effort -
and in the final analysis the suc-
Cess competitors enjoyed in this
Heatway was in a irect ratio to
the determination and skill of the
back-up. mechanics. ,

Certainly the brilliant Cowan
and most able Scott carried the
day, but they knew as did every
other driver in the rally that the
Motor Corporation’s - mechanics
had turned the trick for them.

-

Dave Hill, of Roskill
Towage, drove a truck through
all those miles and here are
some of his impressions.

“If you think it was diffi-

- cult for a car, it was even

T ——

worse for a truck, but we had
to be there to assist cars that
were either into or over banks
or had other problems,” said
" Dave.

“‘Idon’t know where the Wel-

lington Car Club found some
of these roads, but they can
certainly put them back again.

‘“‘Even so we greatly

enjoyed the trip and, I hope, .

f-s‘ved some cars and crews

or carrying them to a garage

_ for repairs.”

Whether rally car or ser-
vice truck, this year’s rally
was especially hard on all
vehicles.

It involved 82 touring sec-
tions totalling 1140.35 miles
and 53 special sections total-

 ling 1363.21 miles.

| aLcaE

MECHANICS WON HEATWAY RALLY
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way rally without a big
but two local motor fans

Mission Bay (above), and
Alan  Cattle
part of
build up a 1600
Escort.

Theron'lyhé_lp:they had

was cheap supply of parts
through

Ford

the
stage which involved six
laps around the speedway
circuit. &3 .

But for the rest of the
rally, it wasn't quite as
successful. They missed
nine of the special stages

bbb bbb A0 00 2 4

e e ¥ V P PPN

KINKY
Graeme Harvey reversed
the car the remaining 11
miles to the end of the
stage, after which Dave
described his partner’s
neck as ““a bit kinky,”

The Cortina alse sturck a

through breakdowns. ]

- To enter a competition
David Levin (22) of] At 22;

Remuera, pooled a large/hill |
heir savings tojto

looking for them, |

managed.
David’s driving|
experience is admirable.|

rd|Pukekohe last year, and|

now with a Heatway rally
behind him, perhaps next
year a sponsor might be|

as popular as the Heat.|
sponsor, is a diff rent task,

pression  ratio
from 8.8:1t0 10.8:1.

coiiThe 197207y
'HEATWAY RALLY

A Review from our local entrants

increased

standard -
steel wheels have

14-inch

with  special n;nc?& tym:;
tachometer, oil temperature
and pressure gauges, and a
rally-type speedometer-
odometer.

- Roll bars are fitted, the
seats have been designed for
the rugged meotoring that
comes with international ral-
lying and there is a battery
of six lights up front — twp
extra headlights and two fog
lamps. A close-ratio gearbox
gives lower gearing all
round. £% ) :




THE 1972
HEATWAY RALLY

A Rev:ew from our local entrants

= Blan' Rnbson (left) and mMgﬁeM soon after th l
‘at Panmure Motnrs from the : el

They finished seventh’ pyemﬂ and second in their class. Both agree
that the Eaatway mm cars.

TO NEXT YEAR

Blair Robson and Doug Bedingfield, ‘the Heatway dnvmg team
who brought the Panmure Motors Ford Escort into seventh place this
year, have already set their sights on the next rally.

In only its second year, the Heat-
way rally has already caught world

attention and its consideration for

the South Pacific rally series could
even be a bigger boost.

Driver of the Panmure Motors
car, Balir Robson, with over tem
years’ rally experience, had a lot

 to say for Heatway’s meticulous

organization.
“It was tougher than last year,

'and about two days longer,” he

said. “I think it totalled about
2,500 miles — although we weren’t
really Worrled about that,” he smg,

.gered.
STRETCHED TO
Frene IFHR LIMIT
Driving a twin cam, Robson and

1

Bedhlgﬁeld, like all the driving
teams, had typical moments when

they stretched their equipment

almoa to its limit.
“Jt was pretty bad on the first

night,” said Robson. “I wasn’t used
to coming from the big Fords to a

small one, and I had troubles sort-

ing out the tyre pressure. He went,

off the road several tlmes in the
first iught.

“TOUCHED”
: 2 - POST
“In one special stage, we sud-
denly changed from tar seal to
metal; we gently slid up to a fence
post and just touched it.

“The limited slip diff. got us out :
~of a lot of trouble.

“On one long metal straight, we

were doing about 85 or 90, and I

was sorting myself out behind this

“car, about 50 yards ahead. Sudden-

ly we came up to a right hander,
and he must have been watchmg

‘my lights in the rear vision mirror.

He went straight off the road. T
was so busy watching lum, we
nearly did the same thing.”

Co-driver Doug Bedingfield has

been in partnership with Robson

~ for 10 to 12 years now, and he says
he has developed eomplete confi-

dence in his driving . . . “although

I much prefer it in the dark, thanin

the daytime,” he added.

“ heard on the rally, that it was

equivalent to four Benson and
Hedges six hour races. That sort

~ of testing certainly highlights any
: weak pomts in vehicles.”

SPECIAL SKODA

\\RALL "'

Skodu, winner of the manufacturers’ pr"

International Motor Rally, didn’t quite give a repeat performance this

year, with three separate cars entered.

Two were the standard 110L

in Iust year's Heatway

model —the surviving two from last yeor 's team of three, in foc*t —
overhculed «and entered this year. -

- A feature of Iast
eaa-’s Skoda

was that all three cars :

were standard models,
with
limited to the electri-
cal systems and shock
'absorbers, apart from

engine balancing.

‘ paredmg

modifications

. This year a moref'
exotic Skoda made its

debut in New Zealand
works—pre-
oda “Rallye,”
imported from Czecho-
slovakia by Motor
Holdings Ltd, was
. bought and enwed-.

’?Cori'tinded on

- opp. page
Pictured is one.of the
Heatway Skodas on
show at the Pakuranga

Town Centre’s recent
- motor show.

R
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A New Zealand Motor Corp B
rew Cowan (far left) during a rally day-stop at the corporation’s

- on opposite side of car)

Mini parcel

The Austin
Clubman GT in
“The flying Sco

Andrew Cowan, won the

wit

, also has an eye on the servicing.

1972 rally has proved itself
as a tough, reliable vehicle
— a mini parcel with maxi
power. : 5 |

Mini
which
tsman’’,

Wi
aperzdﬁz‘do/
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1 Tow truck took

r The 1972 Heatway Rally
| has been labelled one of
r| the toughest yet.
i Dave Hill, of Roskill
Towage, drove a truck through
! all those miles and here are
some of his impressions.
“If you think it was diffi-
J cult fqr a car, it was even
worse for a truck, but we had
to be there to assist cars that
were either into-or over banks
.| or had other problems,” saiq

Dave. .

—“Idon’t know where the Wel-
lington Car Club found some

‘' on rally course

certainly put them back again,
_‘Even so we greatly
enjoyed the trip and, I hope,
saved some cars and crews
t‘;lm_e lost by getting them on
elr way quicker, either b
putting them back on the maﬁ
or carrying them to
for repairs.””. ook g
Whether rally car or Ser-o
vice truck, this year’s rally
was especially hard
vehicles. ‘y % 2
It involved 82 touring
: . ing sec-
::;s%to'aﬂmx 1140.35 miles
: special sections tota]-
ling 1363.21 miles. e

oftheseroads.buttheycan

S ice crew member expla = i
; SN Symonds St premises. Cowan’s co-driver and navigator, Jim Scott (at right

! tures demanded for high speed

|~ The Mini Clubman’s engine

ins a servicing problem on the Mini Clubman GT to And-

¢

.

h maxi power

=2 1275¢cc  to 1293cc and the
The General Finance-spon- . ... ession ratio raised .

sorest M, Ctsesn "fh‘l "fee" from 9.75 to 1 to 12.5 to 1. This
fitted with many of €2 enabled the car to use a racing
. arhaps. the fuel with an octane rating w&ll
Faliging, gf np A in excess of 100. Such were the
wugh:::lhx:: pxsx‘tm in:o Bu{ demands of the Heatw:gd that
o % gy ini C on
modifications alone cannot gememslellﬁo::sto egxeﬂem ity
Wit Cile, & Cowartl 'Lseiast 4 than six to eight miles out of a
admi S sound

in"is sandard. producion €l f el The ne o2
form to provide the basis for a + something about six

- winner. times better than that.
The hard labour exerted on The car was fitted with

cais by modern Tillies, Wik extractor exhausts to
t.heitri'onsc lnglﬁyire'a:gr:ih;nﬂfi-ng:e : improve engine ﬁff;:’:iency
e : inder head was
lttle out of the ordinary. The 210 the c¥ e heonthing,
New Sealand Maer Carpie - re¥mnsmission is important
lon prepared ihe, Mnl 1o h cicieny of the car an
i : the Mini’s close ratio, all-syn-
tions which were met by com- chromesh gearbox  was_fit-

~petitors in the Heatway. ted with ‘straight ‘Cut geas.
Underfloor These are more efficient than
‘protection the usual helical gears but

: they are considerably noisier
At speeds of more than 100 as well and best sulted to
m.p.h. over roads of varying competition work. A limited-
quality, the Mini ran into cir- slip differential was also
cumstances which are never fitted.
encountered by the ordinary Original
motorist. ; <
The car was fitted with a full Suspension
underfloor plating to protect
it from high-speed stone
damage; shock absorber
mountings were modified to
withstand the impacts caused
by rough surfaces at 100
m.p.h.; and a padded, tubular
steel roll cage was installed
inside the - car 'formsafetiv.
Together...with special 868t g ¢ yne | drolastic cars,
and... airerafl-type _harnesses, !t:h“:; are easigr to service in

Cowan’s winning Mini was
equipped with the original rub-
-ber cone suspension which
came with the early models
before being replaced by
hydrolastic  suspension.
Cones were chosen because
although they do not provide

the car offered substantial pro- rally situations.
:e;:tion to driver and co- The Mini had an extra 5%
iver.

gallon petrol tank giving a
total of 11 gallons fuel
was bored out from the normal capacity. Wheels were

magnesium ; the front disc and
r rear drum brakes had hard
racing pads. TEYIE

A full range of instruments
were fitted, among them a
Halda Twinmaster which is a
special rally-type of odometer
fitted with two counters
registering in 100ths of a mile
or kilometre. This provides
the navigator with accurate
mileage details. There were
also a clock and stopwatch so
that navigator Jim  Scott

could time the car accurately

through the special stages.

the smooth, compensated

I
|
|

-~
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radials.

The G.T.’s styled wheels
are an attractive feature of °
the car, adding to the
business-like iook of the
new body style. The test
car ran on B. F. Goodrich

Shades of Andrew Cowan as the Mini Clubman G.T. is
hustled through a sweeping bend. Frontal treatment is
2 ¢ fresh and modern.

~{win and an impressive list

Lt
I |
P

| Motoring Page.

generation mini.

now, but only in limited num-

try.
On the exterior the nose
has been altered and the
rear revamped.
Inside, instruments have
moved into the position they
should always have been,
seats are modified and gen-
eral interior trim improved.

Big feather in B.L.M.C’s
cap at the moment is a con-
vincing win in the Heatway
rally, Scottish ace Andrew
Cowan piloting his modified
Clubman G.T. to an overall

of special stage victories.

I managed to get my
fhands on a G.T. (no. modi-
ified) this week for a short
test run, 3

Australian Assembly

The car tested, as with all
versions available in New
Zealand, was Australian-as-
sembled, using the old Coogr
er S.1275 cc engine. Specifit
cations in this department
show no change, as they
have with English-assembl-
ed models. .

Colours are much brighter
and draw plenty of looks.

| Get inside and immediate-

The new Clubman shape
has been around for a year

bers in this part of the coun-

Mini Clubman G.T. B"as
Many Fine Points

' By MARTIN ASTON

The mini has never lacked something to offer, but the Clubman has
so much more going for it that it’s almost the birth of a second

the seats just don’t come up
to standard. Little support
in corners and even less com-

point for the Clubman.

Engine noise still infiltrates
the interior, but thanks to
better soundproofing, it’s no
loniger the persistent roar.

Steering is precise, quick
vibration-free and a real- joy
to use. It would be one of the
easiest vehicles to point that
|I have driven.

Gear Change

. The gear change once again
falls into the same good set
of standards the steering por-
trays.

The changes come quickly

iwith @ minimum of stick

movement and the wooden
knob moulds itself into the
palm of your hand. ;

ily'rbhve new dashboard loca-
[tion hits you. Smack in fronwt-‘

of the steering wheel just
where it should be, the dash-
board is housed in. @ neat
rectangular -binnacle. Three|
large dials contain tacho-|
meter, speedometer, fuel and|
temperature gauges. |

Finger controls are situat-|
the parcel shelf centre wi‘t‘hI
heater adjustment worked by
a sliding lever. 1

Seats are still pretty horri-
ble. For a car that delights

!in being driven with- gusto,

fort make seats a big minus spot on, although first is al-

| Ratios are rather odd '
a start, but after a while
second third and fourth seer

most too high geared.

Getting away from the
lights can be a series of
clutch-slipping exercises, but
once on the move first turns
into a handy low speed man-
oeuvring gear.

Flexible Engine

The terrific little engine is
flexible and smooth, but if
asked for extra it just keeps
on revving. Top speed is 9
m.p.h. at which the engin
doesn't sound at all over:
worked. :

_On a twisting gravel road
the G.T. turns into a bundle
of .good-mannered fun.
This face-lifted Mini is sure
to give the car of the 60s a
good boost towards its third

| | million sale. It's a stirring,

car to pilot, the only real
moan being the seats. Y
~ It sells in New Zealand for
$3288, plus heater, which
spells fairly good value. N.Z,
Motor Corporation supplied
the car for testing. :
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“Rally drivers stuck to
the rules on open roads

_One of the three stewards of the panel appointed by tine Motorsport
Ass?clation of New Zealand to the Heatway rally, Mr I. R. Hamilton, has
denied that rally drivers reached 70mph on opq%ctibns.

B iy i

b0

Above: Shapely Cheryl
Carr, one of the beauty
contestants at the show,

- obliged our camera-

man by posing in a bi-
kini on top of Andrew
Cowan’s Heatway Rally
winning Mini Clubman.
This Mini drew consid-

‘erable attention even

without the beautiful
| Cheryl.

better tested safety stan-
3 checks (on touring

A letter to a Wellington
newspaper said that radio an-
nouncers had said that drivers
were reacting to these speeds.

But Mr Hamilton said any

{such suggestion was com-

pletely wrong. ‘

“The 1972 rally was an
outstanding event in the
history of New Zealand motor
sport,” he said.

“Not only is the New
Zealand public becoming in-
creasingly  interested and
aware of the lessons to be
learned from the rigorous
safety precautions imposed on’
each rally crew, but trade
sponsors are put in a position
to test, almost to destruction,
vital components such as
brake pads and tyres—all
typical of the very items on
which the average motorist
places so much implicit
trust.”

No opportunity was lost
during the Heatway rally
in taking worn parts for
close scrutiny and examina-
tion. The result would be

s

PR

L ERE W e

-
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lled at 22mph.

dards for the average L'&

motorist. :
EXEMPLARY

Driving standards in the
rally were exemplary.

“As rally stewards, = we
certainly observed one or two
isolated traffic infringements
(all by service crews) and
we were empowered to im-
pose salutary penalties ac-
cordingly through the pro-
moters on the competitors
being served by these service
crews,” said Mr Hamilton.
“We took particular pains to
inquire . of traffic officers
along the route the road
behaviour of competitors and
service crews. In all cases

the response was of the|

highest praise.

“One officer near Hamil-
ton told us that there would
be far fewer accidents on
the road if the general
public observed the same
behaviour as rally drivers
he had noticed.”

‘RADAR

The promoters themselves
had mobile radar sets as

stages) and competitors and
service vehicles were checked
on numerous occasions in
30mph and 55mph limit areas
and over road work restricted
areas.

Two stewards watched this
activity just north of Gisborne
in a 30mph area. By far the
majority of infringers were
private  motorists who
registered speeds of up to

and Andrew Cowan was clock-

The rally regulations pro-
vided for exclusion of any
competitor if caught on ‘‘in-
ternal”. radar speed checks
on more than three oc-
casions and with total im-
mediate exclusion for being
caught by a traffic inspector
for any infringement of the
Highway Code.

SAFETY MOVES
“Regulations- ensure that

and safety helmets are worn
at all times and all cars carry
fire extinguishers and have
roll bars fitted — a move
now being considered by some
manufacturers,”  said Mr
Hamilton. "

“All rally ‘special stages’
were over roads which had
been  closed, by  prior
authority, in: ‘a most
meticulously - safe manner.
These stages are designed to
test the crew and the vehicle
and precautions taken ensure
that the public are in no way

endangered.”

50mph. Two competitors were |
" | caught with speeds of 33mph|
(and penalised -accordingly) |

safety belts of harness type.
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- If ever there was a test of men and motor cars in New  #- -—
Zealand, the 1972 International Heatway Rally, which ended in of the back-up mechanics.
‘Wellington last Saturday, was just that. Certainly the brilliant Cowan and
The driyers, of course, made the %o — most able Scott carried the day, but
headlines in this, the most publi- mountings broke and the NZMC mec- they knew as did every other driver,

i hanies fitt ow oe 15 the astidle | T ale’ Fllyi dhat. the:Melay Cerpora:
cised event ever in New Zealand) 5%, 0 mgﬁf 3’1 rf)a‘,wnnfe%i.rke <o quicily | tion's mechanics had. turned the trick

motor sport and SO INeWSPAPEr|ipa¢ Cowan and Scott were able to for them. &
readers and radio listeners could|resume without incurring penalty| ™~ - ST o
be excused for believing that they| points for lateness. ’
covered the 2,500 miles, of which| For Jjust about everyone in the

' more than 1,300 miles were special | e8tway, the Fally. was- 8 CUARI

S ¥ al| of repairable accidents and the time
stages, without anything much in|in which the cars were repaired de-
the way of outside help. | termined the final result.

¥ : Petter Hall, general manager of the
fact, nothing could be further ) PR ; : ne.
£m1nm the truth. It is extremely doubt- Motor Corporation, and team manha

3 ‘ ger John Scabrook knew this was
ful if any one of the cars that selfy,, way the rally would go and once

g‘;‘l; dg)mApﬁfniggt‘% ul?it l?av%mx}la?iré the driving teams had been selected
it back there a week later without therbr'l . ?gﬁdteg‘ baut : thep{)l gonexi;gles
the help of the back-up servicing tgam ulding the best pogsibie Pagh-ub
i:rftws p muosti. of “;léomkeewor‘gleed clgg Apart from 'the major objective of
Intter-any (BANER i - B '| having ‘the four cars complete the
in the competition. rally as highly, placed as possibe,

After it was all over winner Andrew | they wanted to demonstrate to the
Cowan who, with Paeroa’s Jim Scott, | public the efficiency of the mechanics
brought home an immaculate Mini|who every day repair and service
Clubman GT, entered by the General | the cars that the public buys.
Finance Corporation, said it was the| The mechanics came through with
toughest rally he had done in four | flying colours and Cowan and Scott
or five years. nics many of whom were called upon
Cowan, winner of the London-Syd- them. 3 i
ney Maratthon, and a front-runner in Other competitors were equally
the World Cup Rally that took the loud in their praise of their mecha-
field through Europe and South Ams- SICS many of whom were called upon
erica, until he crashed and broke his to carry oult seemingly impossible
neck, has rallied all over the world tasks,  often on the roadside in the
. and knows what he is (talking about. middle of the night, tthe only illumina-
He was well aware of thé fact that [tion being a torch and, to make mat-
without the support of the New Zea- | ters worse, either in heavy rain or
Jand, Motor Corporation’s 13 mech- | Piting cold. b e ¢
anics who kept his car in tip-top con- The driver and navigating co-driver
dition he would not have been in do, of course, count for a tremendous
the hunt. ; : amount in an event of [this mature,.
Th it Wb ot ot s but success can only come Wlt‘l:l a
Ithe ?Ieg?v{/xaya ics,u t'hag:: ?Ei ones is out concer-:cedﬂtieam atfoyt; and mti?; final
to win, one must be prepared to flog mgs‘li tthig fl‘égisvﬁycv?/?spgq o Sir?cl:t
the car to breaking point against the ratio to the debermﬁnation.and skill
clock on the special stages, some og R
which are so rough fthat even a har-
dened farmer would be reluctant to
tackle them at other than a snail’s
pace in his four-wheel-drive  Cross
country vehicle.

No intending front runner goes into

a rally of this nature unprepared for

a break-down and in this Heat-way
_they came thick and fast.

In the ultimate, [the mechanics ser-
vicing the cars really won the rally
and most of them went without meals
and sleep fto do so. 3

' Tje Motor Cerporation  selected, a
E team of 13 m?;xg;nicsltq lo‘ti(qﬁ&er
the three cars, the Cowan Scoltt Mini
Clubman and the two Morris Marina
1.8 litre TC coupes, entered by the
General Finance Corporation, and
. singleton Mini Club entered by Ex-
cess Insurance and driven to fifth
spot by Hastings farmers Angus His-
lop and Mike Langley.

In the event, they were called upon
to perform prodigious feats and it
all started within a couple of hours
from the  start.

The stories are legion and it would
be unfair to sort out any one man
for distinction because every member
of the team pitched in.-

On the second special stage, for
example, Jim Richards, one of the
fastest men in saloon car racing,
dropped his left front wheel on the
Marina into a water table some four
miles from the end of the tortuous
Moonshine track. ‘

‘The tyre punctured when it struck
a block of wood and the suspension
arm was damaged. Undeterred Ric-|
hards pressed on at an unabated pace
to the end of the stage where his |
two mechanics replaced the complete
suspension unit and had him and co- |
driver Jim Carney on their way in
26 minutes. Subsequently the per-
formance was repeated not only on
Richards’ car but also on the other
Marina driven by Dauntsey Teagle|
and Peter Harris.

Up near Tolaga Bay th pipe run-
ming to the auxiliary radiator on Co-
wan’s car fractured because of the
severe jolting the clubman was sub-
jected fto on a particularly rough spe-
cial stage. Within six minutes the
radiator had been removed and the}
pipe-lines re-routed to get fthe car|
into .the contest again. g

Subsequently, ithe main radiator

™~
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The body was dented and scraped from bumper to bumper, the accele-
rator was so choked with dust it woudn’t throttle down, the engine mis-
- fired because of a faulty plug, the windshield was shattered in one corner
and advertising slogans had been plastered over every avallable inch of
panelwork

. Extra lights adorned the
grill, a spare coil took care

. of possible electrical faults, a

steel - forged crankshaft re-
placed the normal cast one
and engine compression had
been raised to 10.8 to 1. Other-
wise it was just another
Skeda.

It was one of the three cars
which teok the Trade’s Team
prize in the Heatway Rally
and came third in the Club
Teams section.

It was also a ear which I
was asked if I'd care to take

_for a short spin. Considering

that it hadn’t been touched
since the rally ended I didn’t

L expgpt too much.

Bn{t missing motor and

]

dented appearance apart the
car behaved much as any
other well cared for model
would. As was to be expected
the high compression motor
didn’t tick over too evanly
at low revs — about 4000
seemed its comfortable mini-
mum — but otherwise the
car behaved docilely on the
road.

Brakes were still good and
showed no tendency to fade,
steering was light and pesi-
tive and overall handling
ability showed why the
drivers had nicknamed tae
car ‘the green crab” — its
tenacity in holding the road
wh {:)tl)emermg hard was re-

 That the brakes worked at

all was remarkable for dw-
ing the run one photographer
took a colour ‘picture of the
front disc pads at night. They

h::\dbeen\medsohardtba\tq

they were glowing red.

The future for this par:
ticular rally car isn’t enviabie.

It is to be overhauled, entered
into several more rallies this

yvear and then expected to
scamper through the Heatway
run again next year. The ear,
one of the three in the Skoda

team, was prepared  for “and |

entered in the Heatway Rally

by Clifton Service Station and

driven by Laurie Evans and
Colin Waite. 3
—Ray Scobie

] whlehhwonomﬁmlin.
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Seven-year-old Tony Wat-
son, of Mt Albert, and the pres-
ident of the Auckland branch of
the Crippled Children’s Soci-
ety, Mr J.S. Rutherford, watch
international rally driver f|
And: Cowan deposit the
$182 collected from - rally
drivers for the crippled chil-
dren at the Dadley Founda-
The money was collected at
a function held after the rally.
Eighty dollars of the $182
came from the auction of
Andrew Cowan’s jacket worn
during the Heatway Rally

mini olubm-n The lucky bid-
der was Mr J. c'lvaof the.

Audlhml Cerlub

| which makes it capable of

| meter, flexible map reading

IR

| pep in its engine.
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Throaty
Toyota
in town

That ' poster-plastered,
throaty little red car that
has been spinning about
town the past couple of days
is the Toyota which came
second overall in the Heat-
way International Rally.

M. B. Mills Ltd, Toyota

motoring enthusiasts a

rally car,

1t was driven in the Heat-
way rally by Colin Taylor, of
Wellington, with K. Foulkes
as navigator. They were sec-
ond overall, first New Zea-
landers home, and first New
Zealand car across the finish,
Mechanic Peter Brasl
was a member of the Toyota’
rally service team.

Actually the car belongs
Taylor's wife and he

the rally. It began its career
on the road as a normal New
Zealand production model,
but it no longer is.

Tts 1200cc four-cylinder
gine has been modified wltb
twin carburettors added so
that it now develops 89bhp,

speeds up to 120 mph.
Its magnesium alloy wheeta
have radial tyres fitted which

with its lowered suspension,
give the car very stable road

holding chamterisﬂcs. :

Its' cockpit carrles such ex-
tras as amp, oil presmre and
temperature gauges, a tacho-

lights, electric wiper mounted
windscreen washers, remote
control spotlight, rally light

At the rear an internal roll
bar has been fitted and the|
back seat space is used for a
gmplete ‘tool and spare parts

t.

Mills’ manager, Mr Graeme
Fong, took an Express re-
porter for a short, snappy
and fast spin that showed
the impressive road
qualities ,of the car a.nd the

dealers, have a loan of the car|
until Monday to give local|

chance to see a vell-prepa.r'od ;

her consent to prepare it for ||

switches, jackpoint lights, etc.|




Yooitia

Paper:
DANNEVIRKE NEWS

/7/5772

Clipping supphed
. THE. . .
PRESS RESEARCH BUREAU

A Division of
New Zealand Provincial Press Inc.

Rav 27371

9_9te:

Pag_e ¢ EVENING NF #S, WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 1972.

Remarkable, Distmctlve Car Has No
Lacik Of Admirers

Distinctive, elegant and functional, purposely designed for todays moder mo-

toring conditions.

The first, and one of the most oustanding features of the Fiat 125 is the re-
markably low noise level of the engine. This feature, together with the remark-
able responsiveness on take off make driving the 125 a pleasureable and noise free
as the car is designed to be.

Care taken in the styling of
the interior has been devoted to
emu% comfort, elegance and
practibility. One of the first fe-
atures noticeable when entering
the caaar is

: and  bright . interior,
whm will accommodate five
people comfortably in the well-
% wrap-around seats.

: 125 also has reclining
front seats and a folding cen-
tre arm rest in the rear.

One point which is very noti-
cable is that there is very little
waste space and everything is
placed so as m be easily reach-
ed and operated

The two main dials, which
house the speedometer, total
‘and trip mileage recorders,
water temj ure gauge, fuel

gauge and rev counter are clear, :

the exceptionally

easilv distinguishable and very
easy to read at all times while
motoring. Other instruments
which are all easily accesible
and easy to operate, even when

the driver is belted, include|car and makes travellino for
“warning lights for: low fuel, low [both passenger and driver
oil pressure and low generatom' very comfortable.

output, sidelights,

| handbrake and choke.
| One point to be noted is
the fact that the wind-
screen mpars are very ef-
ficient. If dnvmg in a light
drizzle the wipers operate
on a time basis which allows

indicators,

the screen before ng
into operation  again. This
saves Wipers wo g on a

dry windscreen and must
ler the life of the
blades the other speed of

course is for heavy rain,

where they work very effi-

ciently.

An efficient heating and ven-
tilating system distributes fresh
air evenly throughout the whole

Fresh air enters the car thro-
ugh inlets below the screen and
is distributed throughout the in-
terior, onto the windscreen and

.below the dashboard through

the adjustable outlets.
The attractive mahogony
S e e
mate-
rial which is also used on the
safety steering wheel, which has
padded single spoke. The
beermg is fairly light but very
responsive and makes the
overall handhng of the car ex-

c;aptionauy good in -all condi-
t f :
The 125 handles very well on
rough back country roads, in
fact; just as well as. crmsdng
down ‘the open highway at high
srpeeeds. It hugs the road while
cornering and accelerates rapid-
ly to take you out of any both-
er.

The highly efficient four-
speed gear box enables you
to take off quickly and also
enables you to cruise at
speeds well within the limi-
tations of the 125 as well
providing the ability to ac-
celerate quickly when high-
way passing is necessarv.,

On the other hand the dual
independent front and rear disc
brakes bring you to "a sto«p
safely and quickly when needed

The gear lever is placed S0 1t
is very easily reached. On the
same tunnel which homes the
gear lever is a full width parcel
tray and oddments comode. This,
together with the open tray under
the dash board, provide ample
space for those odds and ends
which seem to accumulate. An-
other small, but important feature
is the built-in map reading light
behind the dipping rear view mir-

ror, very handy for those dark
nights on back country roads
where map-reading is essential.

The Fiat 125 is a masterpiece of
good proportion. The spaciousness
of a large car with a pleasing well
balanced line.

One point, and a very important
one, is the size of the boot. It is
a spacious 14 cubic foot; .lined
throughout with washable plastic.
The spare wheel is handily re-
cessed -in the floor, which allows
forla lot more storage than nor-
ma

When riding in the 125 you can
not help but notice the relatively
bump and shake free comfort
which is put down to an excellent
suspension system. v

Over all, the Fiat 125 is a car of
elegance, performance and ex-
treme comfort. A car which has
proven its worth by taking 19th
overall place in the 1972 National
Heatway Rally, a test for any car
the 125 came through virtually un-

scathed.
SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE: 4 cylinders capacity
1,608cc. Maximum power output
90BHP.

WHEELBASE: Track front 8ft
2 7/16in. Track rear 4ft 3%in.
Overall length 13ft 10in. Overall
width 5ft 3in.
CLUTCH: Single dry plate.
GEARBOX: 4 forward gears plus
reverse. Synchromesh on all 4

gears. -

FRON T SUSPENSION: Wish-
bon cast sprmgs, hydraulic
shoc! " absorbers.

REAR SUPPENSION: Live axle
suspended on two live semi-ellip-|-
gg springs hydraulic shock absor-|:

BRAKES: Discs all round with
vacuum servo-brake.

FUEL TANK: Capacity approx.’
10 imperial gallons.

MAXIMUM SPEED: 1000mph
(160kph. s

PICTURED below is the Fiat 125 which was spon-
sored by Local Businesses in the 1972 International
Heatway Rally. This car was placed 19th overall in
the rally, which proves that the 125 is a reliable and

dependable machine, whether racing, rallying, or for

dash layout of the 125,

everyday driving. BELOW: The front, interior and
_ The dials which are easily
readible are large and well laid out.

The picture

shows the mahogany dash and safety hooded single

spoked steering wheel.
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Helmet filled with gold

Shortly before he left New Zealand after his win in the 1972 Heatway Motor Rally, Seonmmhmw-
rew Cowan watked into the Dadley F dation for Crippled C with his rally crash con-

ing $182 coll d for the child

He was greeted by smiling seven-year-old Tony Watson. of Mt Albert, and the president of the Auck-
land branch of the Crippled Children’s Society. Mr J.S. Rutherford. v

They are pictured here as Cowan {right), deposits the cash which was coliected from car club mem-
bers at a function organized by the New Zeal d Motor Corpr jon in A "

Eighty dollars came from the auction of the jacket which Cowan wore during the Heatway Rally. The
bidder was Mr J. Clayton, of the Auckiand Car Club.
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RALLY MECHANICS
PUT TO THE TEST

Fancy yourself as an amateur mecl!amc?
Then could you diagnose in three minutes
flat the reason for an engine gmsﬁrmg at
high and low revs and experiencing a severe

power loss! were predpared by digconnec;':xég
‘ i r m
That was one of the tasks set the windscreen wipe :
some of New Zealand's best puml:lltf at bﬂ;af:iebl::‘:l:f:trs\
motor mechanics when they ing the fan beit, dg b
tried for a place in the New an outer tl‘%lf{’_ hi“ : i
Zealand Motor Corporation’s ~Wheel. A tail light Wwa

2 g nnected. A misfire was in-
Heatway Rally service team. COINCL 4 g
Co ytition for the service duced in one cylinder by closing

crew. which-was backing up the  the spark plug gap. Comﬁsmnftii
General Finance Marina and ls0 ?ad ttg' e ;nadsread-
Mini Clubman team and the Ex-  both front disc b
cess Insurance Mini Clubman, just the re:i\r brhakes antec ec
lv the quick- the alterna-orc arge rate.

:av:ts sat:gngc,oirl:gsotn fnechﬁmcs The written test required
made it contestants hl)dst:l:e wga};

: ¥ e, and i

Service manager for the checks they would make,

team, Mr Graham Tattle, said: what order, to .detergnﬁmr: t::g
“We had to find mechanics will- ~ cause of an engine mis z:l ¥
ing to work 24 hours a day, with  how long the d:gkne%s:o :gh =
plenty of stamina, a tremend-  take. They were

&
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By JON ADDISON

A RALLY CAR has
no choice about where
it is going to go. You
could liken it to a

military tank, says -

Auckland metor rac-
ing personality Ross
Jensen.

Ross personally supervised
the preparation of the class-
winning BMW 2002 TI I drove
soon after it returned from
the Heatway rally — and it’s
some tank!

After surviving an end-
over-end roll in last year’s
rally it may have proved
itself pretty near as strong
as a tank.

But any tank capable of
nearly 120 m.p.h. should be
immediately investigated by
the New Zealand armed
forces, particularly when it
is as smooth and comfort-
able a tank as the BMW
rally car.

With pictures of rugged
cars ear-holing sideways
along dirt roads in my mind,
it came as no small surprise
to learn that the BMW rally .
car is little different from its
road-going counterparts.

The 2002 TI is an interest-
ing ear and theoretically it
does not exist in New

A sportier version of the
2002 saloon, the TI is not
normally available in right-
hand drive form. ;

But the necessary bits
have been  imported direct
from the German manufac-
turers of the car to make
about 12 TI versions in New

It's ‘an exciting car — a

five-seater with -

handling, acceleration and
top speed that will leave
many sports cars limping.
With a lusty, free-revving
two-litre engine, it has more
than enough power and per-
formance for our roads. 3
The rally car I wseed*gagﬁ

- PAUL ADAMS who, with Ron Fenwick, -chalked up a class

win in a BMW 2002 TI in this year’s Healway Rally shows
how these cars can be taken round a loose-gravelled
corner at 50 mph — if you know how.

equipped with twin Weber
carburettors instead of stan-
dard twin-choke Solexes, and
it may have been turning out
ten or 15 horsepower more
than the standard TI's 135
bhp.

With a five-speed, all syn-
chromesh gearbox to stir
about, the TI turned on neck-

snapping acceleration at
almost any speed.
Smooth
It hit 60 mph from rest in
well under the 10sec mark —
and that is getting along

- The engine is almost sen-
suously smooth; it revs to
6500 rpm with little more
than a whisper, and can be
taken even higher in short

bursts. -
The rest of the car was

just as smooth, much
smoother, in fact, than I had
anticipated.

The- suspension had been

stiffened to provide better -

handling, and raised for bet-

- ter ground clearance.

Deep-tread radial ply.tyres
crowded each wheel-well.

Despite this the ride was
smooth and well-damped.
The tyres were noisy at cer-
tain speeds, but that's to be
expected with any deep-
tread tyres on ordinary

The car’s reaction to
bumps was a little sharper
and more than
would be expected for the

* roads.

HESREPEEFFFIITLILIAAATEIATERI I AT A S e s 0;‘”‘! R
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road-going version.
. But for a rally car the ride
was first class. :

The well-shaped standard
seats were comfortable and -
held you in place while the
car cornered at speeds far
too high for most people.

The combination of a heal-
thy and willing engine and
taut, accurate handling
make the BMW a driver’s
car.

Yet not, as is the case
with many sports cars, at
the cost of other occupants.

Standard equipment in the
road car includes a

engine functions  are °
controlled by warning lights.

The rally car included
extra gauges for oil pres-
sure, amperes and water
temperature. There were
extra switches, too, but noth-
ing of the “flight deck” type
of set-up one thinks eof in
relation to rally cars.

Wiring

Altogether, including pur-
chase price, the car cost just
over $7000 to put on the
road.

But, Ross - Jensen
explained, much of this
money went on providing
those tank characteristics
with jobs like re-routeing fuel
line and electric wires inside |

the car.
Normally these go under
the -car where they are most

- Adams and Don Fenwick has

likely to get knocked off in

- rallies. -

The BMW 2002 TI which
was successfully campaigned
in the Heatway by Paul

e

already seen a couple of sea-
sons of rallying and racing.

It has done 23,000 miles,
and they’'ve been hard ones |

- by any standards. !

But after even a close
inspection of the car, you
wouldn’t know it. It’s dirty |
and dusty, and there are
dents and scratches, but |
otherwise it looks pretty
much like one on the show-
room floor. i

Ross Jensen says that
eventually all the rally gear -
will be taken off and it will
be run as an ordinary road
BMW 2002T1. . At

It’s an exciting car, a rally
class winner, fast, beauti-
fully handling — a real
stormer on the road, the

{
H

race track and the rally spe-

cial stage. :
But  your gran
could still borrow it for the

_shopping, and there are not

too many cars you could say
that about. - :
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3 ickly check com-
ous knowledge of the cars and “would quic neck
the ability tg work fast and ef- ~ pression pressures $ thxfsaiclzsr:
ficiently under very high stress. ~ to see wh:etger a valve ;
They also had tol be very good had occurred.
_ at diagnosing faults. SE WHEEL
“l:gv'l‘as difficult to find men Mr Ti‘t(t)lg recalled: “Quite a
i all.thsse e st few did not pick up the fact that
Snglly 0. a wheel was loose and that the
_APPLICANTS . tie rod end had been slacken
The Corporation called appli- off. In normal workshop prac-
cants from its three regions in - tice these men would pick up

A Wellington pho apher
has won both ﬁrslt’; ant(égrsegond ‘
prizes in the Heatway Rally |
{Press photography competi-
tion organised by the New
Zealand Motor Corporation. |
| He is Mr Neville Marriner, of
the Evening Post, who will
receive $150 in prize money.
Third placing in the competi-
tion, which was open to
newspaper photographers

we were reall ST : throughout the country wes|.
both Nort‘.‘h da?d dso:t,l;s‘ E;li:l‘\::i ;\‘lﬁll :gf:ihue}tp?:;sure i t¥) Shortly before he left New | They are pictured here as ? shared by Mr Charlwrysteeu, .
and thezl ta to'l‘l;) latter cov- simulate conditions they would Zealand after his win in the | Cowan (right), deposits the of the Dominion, and Mr Ron |-
Pracu::l lest-h Ftime allowed - experience during the actual 1972 Heatway Motor Rally. | cash which was collected | ,1;°X- of the Evening Post.|,
?mdr(:u:in:nsgerv?cing stops dur-  rally.” : _Scotsman Andrew Cowan | from car club members at a | hey will each receive $25. |,
ilolz the rally before penalty “Last year’s rally {:erta_lt_lly walked .into the t_).a.y function organised by the :
points are incurred. improved the diagnostic ability Foundation for Crippled | New Zealand Motor Cor- |/ el 1

of service team members and
this rubbed off on other staff. It

treme certainly showed the value.of
;n;;:rgfkmg it rallying to the commercial

In the practical test, cars motor world.” - v

—

Children with his rally crash
helmet. containing $182
collected for the children,
crooked under his arm.

He was greeted by a smil-
ing seven-year-old Tony Wat-
son, of Mt Albert, and the
President of the Auckland.
branch of the .Qripplocﬁil'd-
ren’s Society, Mr J.S. Clayts

| T Auckland Car Club.

Both tests showed up some
interesting characteristics of

poration in Auckland.

__Eighty dollars of the total |
came from the auction of |
the jacket which Cowan |
wore during the Heatway
Rally. which he won outright |
in the General Finance Mini |
Clubman. The lucky bidder |
was Mr J. Clayton, o
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f ! driving)
| Mr Stee

a good indication

: ’s photograph of Cowan’s car kicking
up metal showed the pace at which the rallg ;

was run, Mr McKechnie said.

Mr Fow’s entry showing Cowan and his co-driver
Jim Scott clowning after winning the rally
summed up the relationship that had built

tion'v_

' the $100 and $30

prizes for the‘;% .péacziangg. " Ron Fox Al
Post” shares thir Wi

~of the “Dominion” ap ko

for their pictures.

took

of the -
eell
nd each will receive $25

A spokesman for the judges, Mr G D McKechni
of Auckland, said Mr Marriner’s first pz’g’é"
‘photom'a_ph of Angus Hyslop’s Mini Clubman

GT passing over a marrow bridge in rough
ountry summed up the isolation and rough

conditions which were experienced during the

rally. His second place picture of rally win-
er Andrew Cowan negotiating a corner gave
of the skill required in rally

ey 8 D AR WRpEg g

Soote
the rall

= i

%

sharp bend on the first special

,s

P
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ent. .

up between the two men during the ev

pleasure

1 don’t really have to write
this article. ;

When John Andrew Ltd
phoned me the other day offer-
ing me well-known Ford per-
formance mechanic Ray
Stone’s car while he took a

By Peter Gill

post-Heatway holiday, the
company didn’t have a road-
test article in mind. :

What they did want was a
few private comments on
what I thought of Ray’s Super-
ford Escort 1600 after several
days with it. :

Ray usually uses the car as
his everyday hack, but when I
got it, the car was still warm
from chasing the Heatway
Rally.

The motor is a stock 1600
block where once rested a
standard 1300 Escort unit, and
I had no end of trouble trying
to convince people that Ray
Stone didn’t have a twin cam
1600, probably because he
didn’t need it for driving be-
tween his home at Manurewa

and John W. Andrews. Even

though Ray is a performance

- mechanic and not a eompeti-

tion driver, everyone seemed

to think his car should be a
twin cam. 3 g

1 wondered myself what it

_ would be like, but after the

*. first half a mile in the Super-

i,

~ ford, one word stuck at the-

 front of my mind: Civilized.

~ and the car’s looks were not

There was no undue noise,

~_mon varieties of radial

ostentatious in any way.
Apart from the fats and the
coachline stripe = with RSS
standing for Ray Stone Super-
ford set into it, nobody would
know it wasn’t standard
Escort. There wasn’'t even a
rev counter. Which is some-
thing I must confess I would
have liked, especially as it
wasn’t my car. They are an

“ option, though.

Control

The steering wheel is very
small and thick and apart

from the fact that in my driv-

ing position the rim obscured
the speedo, it gave excellent
control in return for the mini-
mum of steering wheel move-
ment. However, there would
be some people, I am sure,
that would find it a little too
exacting and would like some-
thing bigger and with more
leverage. So Andrews’ Super-
ford Division fits steering
‘wheels to suit the customer’s
taste. : <

Anyone going in for this kind
of car would, I feel, be well
advised to fit higher backed
seats. I found the Escort seats

to be lacking in mid-upper

back support with the non-ad-
justable back squabs a little
too far towards the horizon-
tal to give me the upright,
attentive and interested driv-

. ing position that I like best.

As to performance, which is

- what the car is all about, the 13

x 5% Rostyle wheels shod with
Firestone F100’s give a se-
cure feeling. Of the more com-

)

are two factors that attract
me to the Firestone in prefer-
ence to others. First, they are

~a very purposeful looking

tyre, and what is more import-
ant, I like their wet weather
performance better. To my
mind, the F'100 has what I call
a good squelchability factor . .

* .an ability to dispel water very

well. But this, too, is a matter
of opinion; not proven fact.

uited to business and

\—

ans

Most people go to Ray Stone
for a conversion like this
with some sort of competi-
tion activity in mind, and in
this case I would recommend

- a beefed-up cam for the stand-

ard 1600 motor to upgrade low
end flexibility, complement-
ing the special compound twin
choke Weber carb and
specially designed inlet and

exhaust manifolds, that form’

stage one of the Stone treat-
ment of an Escort.

But apart fom all that, it is a
thoroughly enjoyable little

~car, professionally modi-

fied, and suitable for both
business and pleasure in stage
one form. ~ g

Next week, another Ray

- Stone project . . .Peter Gill

tries a mark three Cortina
~with-a V6 engine.

e e e T T

Third equal. this shat. bﬁ‘?‘{“‘PUsf’" man Ron Fox d b
A irg : : ) n Fox shows w.Cowan
‘. ,p?gr}ng-champagne"qver co-driver Jim Scott ‘at the ér%%?‘e g'te falla;

i : Cowa:ﬂ and S¢ott won the rally. = «* i3 ¥
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For much of their|

distance, modern
motor rallies are
virtually flat-out

racing events over
| special closed road
sections which allow

it £

M

competitors to drive
at maximum speed.

The going is tough with cars
encountering road surfaces of
all kinds. including metal, and
they have to be tough to survive.

The General Finance and
Excess Insurance Heatway
Rally team cars - two Morris
Marinas and two Mini Clubman
GT’s - were given careful and
detailed attention to prepare
them to withstand an enormous
amount of road punishment at
speeds of more than 100 m.p.h.

Even at fast touring speeds,

no car used for normal motor-
ing will ever meet this kind of
punishment.
- General Finance sponsored
in the rally the two Marinas and
one Mini Clubmand, and
Excess Insurance sponsored
the remaining Clubman.

The four cars had a number of

these family saloons to take on
1 the very worst of the obnormal

experienced.

Each car received meticu-
lous care from NZMC which
imported them for the Heatway
Rally.

They were tuned as finely as
possible within the limited
allowed by rally regulations.

A full protective underpan,
with special sumpguard, was
fitted to each car to minimise
damage from stones which can
tear metal at 100 m.p.h.

For driver safety, full interior,

an extra pair of shock absorbers
at both front and rear to keep
them firmly on the road over
rough sections at high speeds.
Further safety measures
were provided by full driver and
co-driver harnesses of aircraft
type and special seats to hold

modifications which allowed

conditions which they|

the occupants firmly in place.

All fuel and electrical cables
were steel-sheathed and put
inside the car to remove any
possibility of them being ripped
away by projections either on
or off the road.

Radiators were guarded but
lights were not - drivers prefer
the chance of a smashed
headlight to the diffusion of
headlamp beams caused by
mesh guards.

In last year’s Heatway Rally.
Andrew Cowan had to have
headlights replaced 24 times
because of flying stones.

On the mechanical side. rally
regulations place strict limits
on the number of modifications
which can be made.

Up front, the Marinas were
bored out to 1892cc and the
engines were fully balanced.

Compression ratio was 10.6 to
1. This higher compression
ratio, combined with the con-
stantly hi ine spi re-
qulreg t‘gh sTagy co“n’n;“gime
throughout the event imposed
stresses on engine bearings far
greater than those encoun-
tered in a normal production

So the Marinas had special
competition bearings and crank-
shafts. The Mini Clubmans

received the same treatment,
ewse:

-1

as thev had a- compresslon
ratio of 12.5 to 1 compared with
the normal 9.75to 1.

Both the Marinas and
Clubmans had a fuel consump-
tion as high as 6 to 8 miles per
gallon on special stages.
although in normal motoring the
Marina 1.8 TC wwill give a

-consumption figure of about 30
mpg and the Clubman about 38
mpg.

'F

Special extractor exhausts for

maximum engine breathing

SkOda red..
for

1973 rally

This Skoda, prepared and
entered by Clifton Service
Station,
Skodas
won the trade teams prize
and was third in the club
team prize in the recent
Heatway Rally. =

The car was driven by Laurie
Even and Colin Waite, both of
whom were in last year’s Skoda
team.

The car, which is owned by

with two other
from Hamilton,

Rally cars must be tough to survive

efficiency were fitted to the
four cars.

Clifton Service S

i

y

resentations ,
ma?; for the 1973 Heat-.
way Rally to be included
in the world rally cham-
pionship, the Motorsport

take part in further rallies this
year and will enter the Heat-
way again next year.

It was one of the few cars to
pass scrutineering first time
and during the rally, other than night
routine servicing and inspec-
tion no parts required replac-
ng except one tyre because of
a cut and some panels pushed
back in to rough shape.

Mechanically the car is ready
for next year’s rally with the

gine just run in about 5500
miles. S

During the early stages of the
1972 rally the dust was so thick
that it was necessary to clean
the air filter about four times a

'?Nith_ the exception of a
higher compression ratio. |
10.8:1, a close range gearbox
and 13in magnesium wheels,
the vomch was the same as
the P Hal
sold. ¢
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Raetihi

The Réétlhl Young Fatmers

Club had @’ very ' ‘good at-

tendance at thelr"month]y
meetmg‘m May LA (1!

Four new members were
welcomed to the flub by
the c alrman Mr f Enrlght
They were: Mlchael’ Punch,
Terry . Jones, Stewart Mche
and Joe Adam ]

Mr J. Foster. of Oha- .
kune gave a very inter-
esting talk about his
experiences as a driver
in the ﬂesi:way Rally.

He ' indwabed that ' there |
was an element of danger
in this type of event, and he
had some. near misses. -k

Mr Foster deseribed the
route
gave the reasons why some
of the special stages had to
be cancelled.

It was reported to the
meeting that members of
both i 'the Y F.C. ‘and C.G:C:
had travelled to Palmerston |
 North to see the production '
‘“Hair.” : l

SCRAMBLE f

On the weekend of 2othf
May the Hunterville Young
| Farmers’ Club challenged the
Raetihi Club to a farm b1ke

scramble.
Four riders of each team
sat astride -their assorted ,

machines and at the starting
signal roared off, to the
cheers of onlookers, on the
five lap race.

The circus included sharpi
corners, a swamp and a dif-
ficult hill climb.

On the first lap one of the
| | Hunterville " riders damaged |
| his machine on a stump and
withdrew.

As the swamp became
‘chopped up’ the bikes sent
up clouds of steam as they

hs:llgth TIslands from July 7
to July 14 next year

HEATWAY RA'LY DRIVER
ADDRESSES V... MEMBERS

| watch the ‘entertainment.

in great detail and]|

(e j | S
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made their way through. One
rider misjudged ‘his approach
and entered the swamp head-
first, . drawing a -roar of
laughter from the spectators:
However, he mounted'—again
and went ‘on,

| Sorne of the' bikéy ran '’ D\lt’qn

of fraction on the steep hill
before  “the finisi ‘‘line and
had to ‘be pushed. ' L

The scrambre course was

located near ‘a road and many |

passing motorists stopped to'

‘Raetihi won the first
heat and Hunterville the
second. The Alala Shield

changed hands by one
point. : ,

e e e
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Unfortunately for us (and you) the
organisers of the Heatway Rally did not
consult our press dates before organising ’
their rally, so we are unable to give you full )) HALF WAY RESULTS
results until next issue. However, we can 35 Mike Marshall
give you the results as at the end of
Division Two of the Rally, and you can 77 Andrew Cowan
satisfy yourselves by looking at these ex- .
cellent photographs that Terry Marshall 50 Colin Taylor
took while the editor was out getting 75 Bob Holden
shunted up the stern by a spectator. 80 Angus Hyslop

EEEE BN -a“ymy 52 lan Pinkerton

Entrant Driver Driver Capacity Car Make

Rallisport Wing Carder 998 Austin Clubman

J.C. Hutton (N2Z) Ltd Houltram Davies 998 Hillman Rally Imp
Greymouth Motors Ltd Kennedy Homewood 1601 Ford Escort

Dexter Dunlop Dunlop Dunlop ) 1558 Ford Cortina Lotus
A.O. Woolf Woolf Woolf 2638 Holden Torana

Town & Country Cars Ltd Hart Tapper 1608 Fiat 125 OTS Scorpion
Ross Jensen (BMW Sales) Limited Adams y Fenwick 1990 BMW 2002 T1
Pennant Car Sales Ltd Sergel Mills 1600 Ford Escort Mexico

B. Andrews Andrews Kristensen 1608 Fiat 124S Coupe
Benefield D.W. Robson Benefield 1598 Ford Escort Twin Cam
M. Pennington Pennington Murdoch 1598 Ford Escort Twin Cam
Lindsay Grieg Dickinson Dickinson Sharplin 848 Morris Mini Minor
Ross Hawkins Sharpley Hawkins 1275 Riley 1969 1300 Mk II
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THE RALLIES AND TRIALS Season is
now well under way, with circuit racing
having been put on the shelf . until
summer. Of course, the show stealer of
the rally calendar is the Heatway, in the
final stages of preparation as we go to
press.

The Heatway exploded onto the New
Zealand motor sport scene for the first
time last year, and in many quarters
was regarded with more than a little
scepticism.

It seemed such a large and complex
event, and some people wondered
whether the Wellington Car Club had
bitten off more than it could chew by
trying to emulate continental rally
organizers. The rally was to take cars
right round the North Island over six
days, with large sections being run on
closed roads at breakneck speeds.

So it came as something of a surprise
when the Heatway turned out a blazing
Success overnight, with crowds of people
turning out at all hours of the day and
night, from one end of the island to the
other, to cheer the competitors on.
Organizational  hazards were minimal
and most of the competitors, some of
them from overseas, thought the calibre
of the event ranked very highly by
international standards. :

There seems littie doubt that in '

terms of public interest, and money
Spent, the Heatway Rally already takes
second place only to the Grand Prix on
the New Zealand motor sport calendar.

With the trials season in full swing,
and with so much attention having been
focused on the Heatway Rally, the
Auckland  Car Clup recently went to
great pains to explain to Auckland
Jjournalists the difference between a trial
and a rally.

While fully supporting the Heatway by
entering several cars, the club was
concerned that the public might confuse
this type of event with ordinary car
trialling. The two are quite different,
Trialling is a sport conducted on public
roads, obeying religiously the traffic
laws, and involving ordinary cars and
their crews in navigational and
timekeeping exercises, and tests of driy-
ing skill. .

Rallies are conducted largely on pri-
vate and closed roads, and the ability to
drive at top speed is a major factor in
determining who wins. Only when the
cars are using stretches of public road
are they obliged to keep within legal

" speed limits.

MAY — JUNE 1972

By far the majority of events the
uninitiated call rallies are, in fact,
trials. The only major rally in New
Zealand is the Heatway.




HE 1972

A test of man and machine?
Or a test of corporation efficiency
to overcome a cars deficiencies . . .

John Public is beginning
to ask who are the real winners.

Mug, guts and grit. The Heatway of 1972.

20

ATWAY
ROAD RAGE

:dydvisojoyd

‘2145 u1ans)

Jim Richards proved his versatility in Go-Go Marina with inspired driving

Super Scotty Cowan was a p
rally. The Clubman Mini was
kept the flyer flying.

by our man in the race..
Ken Vincent

Somewhere around the beginning of March,
Fred Watchlin and I discussed the possibility of
running a car in the 1972 Heatway International
Rally, Fred was at that time pedalling a 1970
Fiat 124 Sport Coupe, and decided it would
probably last the distance, set about giving it a
go.

First thing to be done was the sending off of
the $50.00 entry, which gained us all the
necessary paperwork and regulations, which
made us realise this was a bigger event than we
had bargained for. Only later did we understand
it was the second longest rally in the world,
exceeded by the Monte Carlo and nothing else.

opular winner in his second attempt at the
a trifle fragile but top-notch back-up crew

stunts, but mechanical problems kept him out of the top 50.

N.Z. HOT ROD

With an abundance of business commitments
throughout March, plus the fact that Fred and I
had raced in the Atlantic 100 boat race just
before the rally, the car’s preparation wasn’t
begun until two weeks prior to the start, This
included the fitting of the mandatory safety
requirements such as: Roll cage, full seatbelt
harnesses, first aid kit, fire extinguisher and rear
mudflaps to protect the windscreens and lights
of following cars. Other preparations included a
full sump guard which began under the front
bumper and continued past the gearbox at 18”
wide and 1/8“ flat plat steel, Also fitted were
four extra spotlights with a full frontal wire
screen for night work, along with interior map
reading lights. The preparation we left to Tony
Lynch who prepares and tunes my Super Modi-
fied so successfully for Western Springs each
season,

Following a few late nights work under the
house the Fiat was beginning to look like a big
time European rally car which boosted morale
considerably,

Being our first big rally, a lot of thought
went into the bits and pieces required to see us
through. Ingredients boiled down to two spare
wheels and tyres, various tools, a slasher, shovel,
axe, sacks and carpet, spare bulbs and lights and
300 feet of nylon rope (which was actually the
anchor warp from the power boat race) plus
any other odds and ends we felt the organisers
might require of us,

At this stage, the cost was beginning to tell,
for apart from the $50.00 entry fee, we had
paid out $179.00 for accomodation at the
various South Pacific Hotels for ourselves and
the two back up crew, plus $300 for preparation
and we were still looking forward to paying the
gas bill for us and back up Valiant Ute!

By now it was time to call up and see my

budget. Good on them too. . ..

JUNE 1972.

trusty old friend Rob Campbell, who agreed to
the magazine meeting some of the costs, for
which the Fiat’s paint work was hurriedly
transformed into Hot Rod Magazine colours.
Arrangements were also made with P & R Motors
in Papakura to supply us with all the spares
required throughout the journey.

Finally Friday morning dawned and we
headed off to Wellington, complete with the
Valiant Ute and crew, comprising of Keith
Williams and Peter Fortzer. After many odd
stares and a few nice waves (we couldn’t stop,
we had no back seat . . .) we arrived safely in
Wellington.

Saturday morning meant being up early to
fix the last few things before scrutineering at
12,00. We were the first car in line, enabling
Hot Rod Magazine to swallow up most of the
T.V. time and screen . . . Scrutineering was like
putting your car through 4 testing stations in a
row, but we made it OK, and the car was locked
up until Sunday, 2.00 P.M,

Saturday evening was pre-rally festivities and
the drawing of starting positions, and after
seeing the barrage of Twin Cam Escorts, factory
backed Mini’s etc, and hearing that N.Z.M.C.
had spent $80,000 preparing their four car
onslaught, and remembering all we had done was
change the plugs and points, we were quite
ready for a drink!

We drew No. 75 starting position. . .

I think I should explain at this stage that the
rally was made up of 32 special stages which are
actually races over closed off roads and race
tracks, with the cars started at one minute
intervals, From the end of one special stage to
the beginning of the next, there are touring
sections on public roads, on which all laws
must be obeyed etc. To keep an eye on this,
the organisers had their own radar trap set up,

Of course we had to publish a shot of our own car . . . Ken Vincent tools
the 124 Fiat Sports Coupe around Western Springs, familiar territory for
the young Aucklander. Ken and Fred Watchlin gave a good account o

themselves with a demo of how to get through the rally on a normal bloke’s

%

and every time you were caught, points »<ve
docked. However, this same radar caught the
Rally Director doing 78 mph in a 55 mph

area. .. ! Speedy machines those Kimberly’s.

2 P.M. eventually arrived, and first away was
the Peugoet 504 of Gauzier (New Caladonia)
followed by Mike Marshall and Noel Goodwin.
Some 75 minutes later, Fred and Ken were on
the starting ramp . . The flag went down, some-
one yelled “Good Luck” and we almost tore
the exhaust pipe off on the ramp’s edge. What
a way to start. Never mind. Off we go, Hundreds
and hundreds of people lining the road on both
sides. Just as well we had a few dozen Hot Rod
Mags to hand out to the local fillies. . .

“Better be serious or we’ll get lost before the
first stage.” After 11.39 miles came the first
stage, a 4.68 mile section through Ohariu
Valley, and it was a case of you drive, no you,
no you. We tossed a coin for that one, and Fred
was it. The road must have been about 6 feet
wide at its maximum, and we gave a passing
thought to the guys in the Valiant. With a bank
on one side, and a drop to a creek on the other,
there was no room to hang the tail out on, people
overflowing onto the metal. Four miles done,
only a little way to go, there’s the Castrol disc,
slow down, remember 20 mph past the disc. . .
Finish. That wasn’t so bad, apart from the kids
running across the road! Next was the touring
stage of 22.2 miles, to Paekak Hill, all tarseal. I
drove this part, and we came in with disc pads
smoking. We had a competition set in the boot,
but hadn’t fitted them. Next special stage was the
Moonshine Road, reputedly pretty bad, as Fred
found out when we braked a little late and
understeered off the road, coming to a halt
with the front wheels on the edge of a 30 foot
drop. Fred looked out the window, and after
realising the next thing he could see was the
bottom of the valley, reversed out, and completed
that section a little slower. Several cars demolished
farmer’s fences in this stage. We had by now
learn’t the value of a sump guard, the car had
ridden right up on it at times, while the
exhaust bracket had already broken.

We were still being amazed at the thousands
of spectators during the next special stage, a
14.3 miler through Akatarawa Rd and it seemed
to stay this way most of the time.

On the Palmerston to Pohangina Loop, we
had another scare with me at the wheel, coming
into a hairpin to quick. Got the car sideways OK,
but everything was a bit too quick, and we
halted with a distinct crunch in a ditch. After
setting the “Zetka” (safety triangle) up on the
road further back (to show there was trouble
ahead) we pushed the car out, this being no
problem. Overall we lost two minutes. However
just after getting underway, something seemed
horribly wrong up front which we thought
could be a flat tyre, but a quick check showed
everything to be OK so we powered on until
we were convinced BOTH front tyres were flat.
Another stop bore no fruit, so we presumed the
wheels to be totally out of balance. As it turned
out both right wheels were buckled, but they
got us out of the section, of which there was
about 20 miles left.

A number of cars went astray during this
section including Dave Jolly and Grahame
Harvey who rolled their Cortina, got it stuck in
reverse and had to drive 11 miles backwards.

By now we had moved up from 75th place to
58th and had the Karioi Forest to look forward
to. It was 5.07 in the morning, raining, and I was
about ready to drop off behind the wheel. We’d

continued over
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been told this stage would be pretty treacherous,
and it was, with mud, mud and more mud,
wherever you turned.

About S miles into it, we found a yellow 124
Fiat stuck half way up a hill. There was no room
to pass so we stopped, but couldn’t push him up.
So we pushed him to the side, and I attempted
to get our car to the top, but each time I would
almost make it, and it would slide back down
another 10 feet. By now about six cars had
piled up, so the other guys (including Fred)
pushed me to the top. I wasn’t going to stop
until 1 was at least 100 years down the other side,
thinking Fred would just have to run to catch
me up, I was stopping for no-one. 100 yards
down the other side (at about 50 mph) I stopped
to wait for Fred, who appeared about ¥; a second
later. “Can he run!” I thought. As it turned out,
he had been lying face down on the boot, hands
clinging to the rear side windows, dragging his
feet in the mud and wondering when I was
going to stop! ... Those 17.5 miles took us
exactly one hour.

We rolled into Wanganui, grabbed 5 hours
sleep and then did an hours work on the car, ie.
Weld sump guard, set timing, weld exhaust,
shovel out the dust and tidy up the paper work,
We were in 54th place after the first day. The
next start was at 6.54 P.M. for a special stage of
53.9 miles with Fred driving. Toward the end,
the rear tyres started rubbing on the inside
guards, but we still made it to Raetihi where we
were able to persuade a guy at H. E. Webbs
Garage to weld up the Panhard Rod bracket
which had broken almost completely off, maybe
as a result of my ditch incident. It took about
1% hours to repair, but as luck would have it a
slip caused two stages to be cancelled and all
cars were to regroup in Taumaranui. We missed
a 45 minute meal break to make up time, and
overall we lost only 10 minutes.

Out of Taumaranui there was a 33.0 mile
special stage with me driving. I was really
pushing for time, while Fred sat calmly in the
other seat not saying much. Until he said
“You’re driving just like you were when you
went into the ditch” ...

“Not me, my boy” I replied. With that I
came around the next corner, and suffered the
right front into a bank at about 30 mph. The
Fiat climbed to an almost vertical position, ran
along it like that for about 20 feet, and finally
bounced all four wheels back:

Fred said not a word.

Only damage was the right front guard
rubbing on the tyre, which we fixed in about
20 seconds . . . Why is it always me.

From here, it was rather uneventful trip to
Auckland, which included an enjoyable Rally-
cross stage and a stop at Huntly for an ice cream.

In Auckland we fitted the competition pads
and gave it a complete mechanical check, and out
to Pukekohe for 25 laps around the circuit. Fred
drove this section, in very quick time despite the
smokey Town and Country’s on the rear. The
crowd loved that smoke! These were being used
after my efforts in bending two wheels. Back to
Auckland, a three hour break, and then it’s on to
Western Springs at 8 P.M. Seemed like home.
Four cars to a race, I got a Mazda Capella, a full
house Mini, and a Twin Cam Escort. And I’'m
in a stock 124 Fiat! Flag drops and I beat the
other three into the corner, only 6 laps to go.
This thing doesn’t cross up like the Modified.
Several times Bill Sheill’s Capella pulled along-
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side, but I braked late and headed it into the
next turn. He got by on the fifth lap. That
thing’s got so much grunt its not funny. We
finished bumper to bumper with Rob Campbell,
Gavin Evitt and Rob Wilson jumping up and
down on the infield. Then there was a good
night’s sleep and off to Bay Park where I peeled
off 20 laps, half in daylight, half in dark. Real
B & H stuff. Then came several steady touring
and special stages through the night. Rotorua,
Whakatane, Opotiki, Gisborne. Saw Mike
Marshall go out on the first special. A pity, for
this guy is a real flyer. Next was a burn up
North for a couple of bad special stages, and
then back south to Napier.

On this section, with Fred driving, the
sump guard got wrenched off, and had to be
placed in the boot (apart from the three or so
feet which stuck out). This slowed us down
considerably, with the possibility of sump
damage, and about five cars passed on the run. It
was welded on in Gisborne during a meal break
but came off during the last stage before Napier.
We had no chance to refit it before the beginning
of the final stage to Wellington, due to
various other problems, so we halted at Hastings
where hotrodder Brett Wilson (Wilson’s Motor
Supplies) set about repairing it. This lost us
about 20 minutes, but no points.

By now the pace of many competitors had
dropped, most just wanting to get to Wellington.
The only incident for us during this final 18
hour stint, was the loss of the petrol tank plug,
due to continuous pounding from stones. Fred
was driving and suddenly yelled “Hey, we're
losing gas”. We slid to a halt, and while I lay
under the car with my finger in the hole in the
tank, Fred rummaged through our various spare
nuts and bolts until he found one which fit. By
the time we were under way, there was only 2
gallons left, and 140 miles to the next gas stop.
However, we borrowed some gas here and there,
and finally made it through the night to the
last stage. This was back over Moonshine Hill
and into Wellington. At this stage (the end) we
had wound our way into 28th position, but due
to some legal confrontations with the rule book
by another team, we were knocked back 11
places to 39th, not that it worried us too much.
Just to have finished the rally and have completed
every section gave a fantastic feeling of achieve-
ment, It was just a case of driving across the
finishing ramp, and it was all over, bar us
giving the Rally Director a personally signed
copy of the latest N.Z. Hot Rod Magazine,
taken all the way with us through the rally.

The car certainly seemed to win the hearts
of most of the spectators judging by the 100’s
and 100’s of photos taken of it, probably
because Hot Rod Magazine was something every-
one could identify themselves with. We’d like to
thank the magazine, P & R Motors, all the
thousands of people who assisted us with moral
support throughout the journey.

We’ll be back next year for sure, having
learn’t a lot this time, that’s providing Fred is
back from the London to Syney Rally, which
he was mumbling about as we triumphantly and
gloriously idled our way into the Wellington
HEOngs o

RESULTS

1st. Cowan-Scott. Mini Clubman
2nd. Taylor-Foulkes Toyota Corolla
3rd. Holden-Dawson Escort T.C.
4th. Adams-Fenwick BMW 2002
5th. Hyslop-Langley Mini Clubman
6th. Gauzere-Joepp Peugoet 504

THE JUDIGIAL

by Robert Wilson

“Tell me and quick, what this man’s guilty of!”
Boomed the Judge as he coughed up some flem,
“And I'll think of a fine to fit with the crime,
Plus five years at least, in the pen.”

“A deed Your Honour, so deadly and bad”
Cried a voice from the front of the court,
“That I quiver to find, what kind of a mind,
Could think of the things he has thought.”

‘““A classic machine, a Ford fine and clean,
Built in the *36 range,

Came into his grip, and made him feel hip,
To deliberately and savagely change.”

“Made him feel hip?? What is this lip?”

Snarled the Judge spitting at his spitoon,

“It’s one of those lines which rhymes with the times
Mumbled mouths from the back of the room.

“What was the change, what form did it take?”
Asked the Judge as he twiddled his toe,

“Did it float on water? A flying saucer?

Or perch on its hind hubs and crow?”

“No your Honour, t'was a real primmadonna”
Said the voice at a pitch high and dry,

‘““He’s ravaged the hide of American pride,
It’s enough to make honest folk cry”.

“Don’t stand there jabbering!” screeched the Judge
As a fly fluttered onto his desk,

“Give me the facts on this dreadful old hack,

While I swat the life from this pest”.

“Ooooh!” cried the voice, “‘I do not rejoice,
In the decision you’ve already made,

To take but his life, is not very nice,

When you’ve yet but to hear his case.”

“You misguided twit!” Screamed the Judge in a fit,
“My temper is running high,

Your brain must be lame, if it’s all the same,

I was talking about the fly”.

“Terribly sorry” was the puny reply,

“I apologise without a reserve,

But we must make haste in this horrible case,
And discover what sentence he serves”.

Hold onto your seats while I tell of this beast,
With all the gory details,”

““Hold onto your seat” said the Judge to the Priest,
While the jury began to turn pale.

“Grasping a saw in his animal paw,

He attacked with both hands, the roof,
Grating and grinding, screeching and whining,
I describe him as only a goof.”

“The top it did drop, with one mighty chop”
Growled the lawyer clenching his teeth,
“With a crashing of tin, an almighty din,

The be-heading was now complete.”

N.Z. HOT ROD




craze

A Hanulton ‘schoolboys
mini bike . building has
started a bit of a craze
among his friends. ;

Slxteen-year-old David
Catley is at present put-
- ting the ﬁmshmg touches
10 his third mini machine
before launching it onto
Hamilton streets.

David said he and a
< friend first built a bike
© each about two years ago

and the idea had since

on 4
friends. He used to give |
them rides and then they |
all wanted to build one,

“A bit of a craze started

I suppose,” he recalled.

All his present machme

* eaught -

needs - before . it . is
. roadworthy is a disc brake

which David has been

waiting six months for.

. But it is nearly finished

- and he will soon have
schoo] transport that will
be the envy of many
fellow pupils.

The bike is made up

~ from a welded steel tube

_ frame with eight inch

wheels and a Briggs and
_ Stratton four-stroke lawn
- mower engine. A clutch
- has been fitted but there

are no gears — Just stop -

- . and go,

“I can get up to maybe.

- 35 mph with a good down
_ hill run,” David said.

3 His carcer in mini \bxke
-building started some two

years ago with' a much less -

~ elaborate machine costing

among hlS

b

THE “TRY ANYTHING” MINI CLUBMAN GT.

around $20. This one was
never registered and
worked on a straight drive. -

After a few minor
scrapes with the law David

-of

decided he would be safer

- with something better.

-The second machine

-,evolved from a “sort of

scooter-type ‘constru e§ @
one

. his father discover

~day. David. fitted an
. engine and tidied it up but
- it was not long before an
- American design caught
- his eye and lmd hlm

thinking. i
After about “four months

: Worthy

gathering~ bits  and
pieces the bike started to
take a definite shape.

David has been mding
the bike about for qmte a
while but it was only
recently that he seriously
cided % make it - road-

The imished ﬂproduqtv has

- cost him around $120. Hi

- skill

‘as  a busmessman
netted him some - tidy
profits from his previous

_machines and he did not

. the balan

have much trouble finding
(e
Building the bikes has

-been an interesting hobby

~ rebuilding engmes -

thing with a
wheels, engine and seat —-
no v-gea‘rs,” he said. -

for him and David reckons
it was a good method of
keeping out of trouble.

- “And T've always hkgd
e

said.

© What’s more mini b1kes
were just great fun.

After two years in thee
mini bike building business

‘David is a bit of an expert
- and he ma,mtains that
many home made bikes
~ with gears and elaborate

extras are not really mini-
bikes.

“A mini blke is a plain
frame,

,than-a-usual—mnm bonnet
_and _ slightly-down-at-the~
~ front suspension the GT

omenal Ti
.the gears which was not’
surprising considering she

50 m.p.h. in 8.2 seconds.

" right from scratch.

- proved its worth and the

_ corner as if it wasn’t there.

4 to grip the tar seal like
. magnets.

‘a neat straight line stop
-ina surpnsmgly short dist-

“inset door handles inside
‘features. The inside handles

; By Brendan Nicholson
' The Mini Clubman GT

4 ls 13 hllm’lredweight of
. nure aggression.

In fact, with its longer-

Clubman looks ready to
tackle anything..
She performed like a

2 rocket.

Acceleratxon ‘was phen-
ight up through

the

is pulled along by
engine that

same 1275 cc
‘powers her big
1300 ‘Austin

This

hauls the Clubman up to

This is much the same

power plant as that which |

equipped the much tried;
and tested Cooper S. Like
the Cooper, the GT . Club-
man was d ed ‘“hot”

She was a little sluggish
on corners until I followed
instructions = to  change
down and accelerate gently.
Then the front wheel drive

car scooted around. the

The radial tyres seen}ed

All round power-assxsted
brakes, 7.5 inch dises on
the front and 7 inch drums
on the back, brought her to

ance.

To avoid undesirables
getting pleasure out of
your $3000 machine it is
equipped with a steering
lock: which comes into
effect as soon as the key
is  removed from

dent the key must
pushed in and then turned
before it can be removed.

Adjustable headrests
and out are further safety

CL UMAN AN
ACGRESSIVE GT

~ strength of the machine
- went as I put a Heatway
' Rally version through its

paces.

It was one of two Club- -
man GT’s imported by the ¢
Motor Cor-

New Zealand

poration specially for the
dﬂven m =
: ° had been so increased from

9.75:1 to 12.5:1, Maximum

rally and was
fiftth .place by

:  Angus
Hyslop. An identical  car

was driven by Andrew
Cowan who came first.

-~ Because it was specially
rally tuned it sounded very
much like a chaff cutter
below 3000 revs but pres-
sure on the accelerator

" steering wheel

: produced 2 poweriul

rumble. It had ‘a smaller
‘than the
standard GT and was fitted
with a f;xll interior roll

"pally version had
been bored out to 1293 cc
and its compression ratio

horsepower was increased
from 78 at 5800 to 90 h.p.

- Test cars supplied by
New Zealand Motor Cor-

'poratxon, the rally car with

permission of Excess In~-
surance Ltd.

Mer. the |

four - in - a - line |
power source is fed by two
- 'big SU carburettors and

the |
iginition. To ensure this|
does not happen by accb}; F

arl?1 ccl:welli-ed ta neat flap
i clicks into place.
- bts about the

Any doubts a




Heatway Mini Club-
man GT, the steak-fed
brother of the regular Club-
man I tested this week.

consider if one has never lik-
ed Minis. It is smoother,
sleeker, very flexible, and its
instruments are where they
should be — in front of the
.driver — instead of sharing
an alarm-clock-sized dial in
the centre of the parcel tray.

Seams

Though it still wears its
main body seams turned out,
the Clubman is much better
‘looking than the basic round-
‘nose job. The nose pokes out
four inches more and wears
a new grille. The hubcaps

“seats restyled.
The big non-decorative

MINI CLUBMAN L Latest in a hot breed

B This eek's
road test

The Clubman is the car to

have been GT-ised and the

news is under the bonnet,

By Motoring Editor
~ JIM WEBBER

where the sidesaddle four
that makes the Austin-Mor-
ris 1100 a performance non-
event finds new muscles
when relieved of a few hun-

dred pounds of vehicle
weight. bt
Shivers

Ever but not annoyingly .

present in terms of sound
and assorted shivers,
1100 engine gives the .Club-

man sufficient zest to ;lustlfy ;

its name.
In most small cars the

driver constantly has to fish

around among the gears to
eep performance in tune
with the traffic.

adequate effort-overlap,
reasonably quick overtaking

if one does not want to chop
_down to third gear’s middle-
60s capability. .

Torque
. Torque occurs relatively
early at 2500 revs, helping to
ease the Clubman away
from a standstill in second
gear, — or even third, if you

are cqreful.

ftast, straight-tracking,

economical and fairly rowdy.
| On the twisty bits it is a
flat-cornering sharp-handl-
ing, throttle-steering nerve-
stretching road-eater.

A classic- front wheel-
driver, the  Clubman’s
o versteer: nndetsfaer

behaviour is and
reliable. Basic stablhty
excenent, and right on in

Cushion
Hydrolastic
helps cushion the comfort

- small-shell
s s
ci

Tkemsﬁuments Shlft to

starboard is a good move in
the Mini world, and there

end of the dashboard.

However it could use bet-
ter seats. The existing ones
look smart. But. they are
very squeaky, low-backed
perches that I imagine would
become less than com-
fortable on long tripping.

Winding side windows in

But-

the romoved to check tyre

In the Clubman, there is-..:

drive being available in top

Out, on the highway it is

there is plenty of stowage
space in this exercise in
volume utilisation, and the

boot, which has a handy tog-
 gle-catch, is not as small as

non-Mini users might think.
Hubcaps

The full-size hubcaps look
‘but virtually have to be

pressures.

Finish on the New
Zealand-assembled test car
was satisfactory, with minor
blemishes such as rough
trim round the handbrake
and rattles in the doerliners.' 7 R

hih;mg 3
ﬂo with adequqte beaxm,
w and spread to use the
Clubman’s speed potential.
Drivers who sit well back .

“will have to stretch round
. their seatbelts to reach ig-

nition, wiper and hg‘htl

. switches.
Details: —
Engine: Four

1098 ce, 50 bhp at 5100
Performance: Stands to
50 13.2 seconds, maximum |
speed 85 m.p.h., fuel use SI'
44 miles per ganon. -
‘Price: $2445 with Belts“
heater, underseal.

Will it fit your 2
Length 124.6in, wﬁtgggfn
- helght ssin. o 2 ‘.;‘

is |

enjoyable.
en-.

boundaries  inherent mf
, and the
la quite |

are fresh-air ducts at each

|
1 the two doors have exiled the -
| former storage bins,

o ot o i
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Presenting prfies at Faéﬁers’ Trading Company Southmaill store, Mr

' W. W. Fairlie, N.Z. sales manager for Black & Decker (N.Z) Lid. ~ Ward, congratulates Richard Glasson, of Papatoetoe, on his win in
Prizewinners are (left) Richard Glasson, of Papatoetoe, and (right) : ~ the store competition in conjunction with the Heatway rally sponsored

Mr G. T. Murray, of Manurewa. Black & Decker (N.Z.) Lid.

e e ———————————

Hundreds of Farmers’ Trading Company stores
customers tried their skill in estimating petrol
consumption of the Fiat 125 driven by Walter Hart
and Trevor Tapper in the Heatway rally.

And, while there was considerable guessing in-
volved, the five section winners were spot on. One
man estimated two sections exactly right and
received a double helping of prizes for his efforts
— but the major prize winner just took a guess.
| She is Mrs M. Hulstom, of Hillsborough. 5
~ “This is a complete surprise — I don’t know
m,titdch about cars and just guessed the total,” she

“Mrs Hulstom won a Black and Decker power
tool kit worth $125 plus a Heatway heater and |

bbbl hom B e : ,

Corbans AR i
- Other prizewinners were: Mr G. T. Murray, a
| butcher, of Manurewa, who won two sections with
{ the help of his father-in-law, Mr D. Bowles, of Mt
| Roskill — and his wife, Lynn, who remembered
to post in the entry forms; Richard Glasson, a

roduction lanp‘f er, of Papatoetoe, who drives a
. g‘iat and 'w%rke 4 i)efmlq%%tnm&e ﬁ?oﬁt*%ry

carefully on a basis of a “hotted version” driven
W. Hewson, manufacturers’ agent,

of Glen Innes, who “just ‘%l’essad, ‘with the help Paper oK
of my teenage sons;” Mr W. H. Van Oosterom, SOUTHLAND TIME
electrical engineering consultant, of Remuera, who
‘l‘ljust' thought of a number, like I pick my race-
orses i S S S 3
gnt:ants 'wexfeh asked to estimate miles a I‘)‘EE?:"'*%“Q"‘“"&”'J“‘2""‘"'
tg:ta(in.nsed on t »e.snhg gg‘ctlo.m_s» and arrive at a Clipping supplied by
g Sictlon lvzzit_nperii 1i'ﬁceivederi§es othlackfajnd' e T | T
ecker electric drills, a Heatwa, eater an
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Cowan Says
~ Seat

Belts Vital

- “It’s important that seat

belts be worn any distance,

even xt,” the journey is only

s famous Scottish
ral I driver Andrew Cowan
said recentl

i 'Hor' they first couple of
months, people will have to
make a conscious effort to
|fasten their belts, but it will
soon become as habitual as
i one’s trousers on.

“If I didn’t use a seat belt
all the time, I wouldn’t have
been alive to be in New Zea-
land for the 1972 Heatway
Rally. Sy 24 |

“It's a fact that once you
get into the habit of using a
belt you feel uneasy and un-
comfortable without it, whe-
ther you drive for 100yds|
or a 100 miles. - i |
| a{i likt:'“;%tthinkv “that ;vfth the |
rally anyone anything
‘it was that seat belts should
‘be worn.” %
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Dear Sir,,

. Your issue dated May 29,
1972 has been brought to
my notice. It featured an
article on the 1972 Heatway
‘Motor Rally by Mr Rob.
Fenwick.

The article makes promi-
nence of the New Zealand
Motor  Corporation’s  in-
volvement in the rally and
infers that Mr Fenwick
interviewed myself as team
manager. As he attributed
statements to me which I
have never made, do I have
the right of reply through
you? Could I point out a
number of inaccuracies:

Mr Fenwick did not
interview me after the rally.
His information was gained
from some other source,

- At no stage did Andrew
Cowan “refuse to drive’’ one
of the Morris Marinas. He
had a known preference to
drive a Mini Clubman GT
because it is a proven rally
car. The Marina is still a
somewhat unknown rally
quantity and, in fact, the
1972 Heatway was the first
rally the 1.8 TC Marina
version had rallied in the
world. A last minute switch

was made to improve our
over-all team chances: a
decision which results
vindicated. o :

At no stage did I “admit
the Marinas did not go well”,

On the contrary, I thought

their performance showed
considerable promise, and
that they are potentially a
very good rally car. My
reasons for this are:

® Jim Richard’s Marina

lying 4th at the end of
Division 1 at Wanganui,
® The Richard’s Marina was
Ist outright in one special
stage and Ist equal with
Marshall’s Escort and
S Mini in two

® In discussion with Mike
Marshall (Ford Escort)
after the rally, he told
me how impressed he had
_been with the Marina’s
performance, particularly
its road-holding, despite
the car’s unsuitable gear

. ratios for rallying.

® There are several well
- known New Zealand

drivers keen to rally the

‘Marinas in future ralljes.

~ ® The rally proved a useful

—
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‘SCOTTISH

S
were provision first,
second and third in the Scot-

tish Rally, the wi

? International Heatway Rally
~winner Andrew Co 4

s Wln!llng ~car
being driven by Hannu Mik-
kola ag;la :mCardno.the ;

Mikkola, a Finn_ won
‘London -’ Mexico World Cup
C

i
I
]

- Two West German cars, a

1.9itre Opel

3 Ascona and a
'and fifth mspeetivély.’_ b

i

testing gmund tech-
ni“it? under New Zea-
land conditions,
o e
been delighted if a Marina
had rﬁnisl;& in the first 10,

‘but after all we did finish

1st and 5th outright with
the Minis — by  most
standards, a good result. ¥
Mr Fenwick states: “why
did the New Zealand Motor
Corporation spend a fortune
by New Zealand standards”
and later, “it cost $40,000
to bring the four cars into
the country, not to mention

. the cost of preparing them,

employing service crews”. :
He quotes me as “estimating
the total cost in the vicinity
of $10,000 to $20,000”..
° At no stage have 1
publicly made such a state-
ment; whilst internally, if
my forecasting of costs was

'so ‘“airy fairy”, I wouldn’t

hold my job down long! As
I have said before, what

- NZMC spent on the rally is

its own business; but I can
tell you that, me¢ - -=d in
terms of editorial
increased vehicle sales,
service personnel traini.
the return will be man,
times our outlay. i
In summary, whilst Mr
Fenwick is somewhat dis-
paraging of NZMC’s involve-

‘ment and success in the

Heatway Rally, I believe the
general public were happy

with the fact that we had .

brought Andrew Cowan to
New Zealand'to compete

-again, in this very fine sport-
Ing event. The interest '

shown by the public, day

‘and night, was really - great

Wherever the rally went.
Yours faithfully,

J.C. Seabrook

Team Manager

" EVENING POST
- (Wellington)
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Even with the setback, the pair

mmanaged to take sixth place in |

their class, :

Mr Sansom said that sponsors
played an important part in pro-
viding. financial aid to contest-
ants. “Even so, local enthusiasts
are able to match the city en-
trants and enjoy the hospitality
of many enthusiastic well-wishers
along the route,” he added.

Mr Sansom was. thanked for
his speech by Mr Robin Paterson,

Ras o

“The entrance fee alone $60,”
he added. & \—wam
Driving their own Fiat Fast.
'bat‘:l;,i the  Sansom-Worthington |
combination made good time on
the first day of the rally, being

first in their class,

12 Golden Shell Rall

théll"
y.
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E WATER temperature gauge began
to rise. “Good God, the first special
stage on the first division and already
we're in trouble,” thought Trevor Tapper
as he managed a quick worried glance
at navigator Walter Hart.

Was this what the Heatway rally was
about? After months of preparation and
expense, were they already out of the
contest less than half an hour from the
Wellington start?

Tapper fought the wheel of his Fiat
125 on the narrow, twisting 4.6-mile
Ohariu Valley stage, the responsive modi-
fied twin cam engine still revving strongly
and crackling on the over-run. Ease up,
ease up. Still more than 2480 miles to
go and it would be fatal to blow the
engine at this early stage.

MOTORMAN, July, 1972

\

COrpion

Around a tight left-hander, driver
hugged in close to the bank to obtain a
good line. Suddenly a large rock loomed
up, too late to take avoiding action as the
Fiat rode up over the obstacle, punctur-
ing a tyre. Tapper and Hart finished
that opening stage with an overheating
engine and a puncture. It didn’t augur
well for the rest of the event.

Trevor and Walter were two of many
private entrants in the Heatway who
built up interesting machines for the one-
week event. They had the chance of a
really good placing, but niggly little

problems put them back after running
prominently at one time. They built
their Fiat into possibly the fastest 125
in New Zealand — a fine rally car with
possible track potential.

Sponsored by Black & Decker, the Fiat
was typical of the thorough preparation
and modifications necessary for serious
rallying. It was fitted with a South Afri-
can tuning kit known as Scorpion, and
while many of the Alconi parts which
comprise the Scorpion kit were imported
from Johannesburg, the boys made
numerous bits themselves.

Externally the Black & Decker Fiat
attracted considerable attention with its
unusual paintwork and smart 6.5in wide
Scorpion alloy wheels shod with Japan-
ese “knobbly” radial ply snow tyres. For

‘sealed special stages Tapper and Hart




switched to Goodyear Rally Special
HR13 covers, the same tyres designed
specifically for the 1968 London to
Sydney Marathon.

The big changes were under the bon-
net. Alconi produce a number of stages
in their 125 modifications, ranging from
a reasonably mild 127bhp (from a stan-
dard 90bhp) to the full race 190bhp
version which is doing well on South
African tracks.

Hart chose a rally version which put
horsepower around 150. The cylinder
head was extensively modified, camshafts
replaced and racing high compression
pistons fitted. Alconi were extremely
helpful and although Hart did not import
the Scorpion exhaust system, the boys
made one locally to exact specifications.
Compression ratio was increased from
8.8 to 9.5 to-1.

Neither driver is a mechanic, but they
didn’t have any difficulty making or
adapting parts. The intake manifold was
designed to accept the twin 40 DCOE

Unusual paintwork and smart 6.5in wide Scorpion alloy wheels

side-draught Weber carburettors, and
Trevor started the exhaust manifold
from scratch, As a final touch, transis-
torised ignition was fitted. Gear ratios
remained the same, but the boys modified
a Volkswagen petrol tank to give extra
total capacity, built their own safety roll
cage for the interior and made up a sump
guard to protect the engine.

Koni shock absorbers were fitted, but
because of the rough terrain encountered
the suspension remained standard height
to give adequate ground clearance. Little
work was needed on the reassuring
four-wheel disc brake system. Let’s face
it, the Fiat 125 as a safe, reliable car
forms the basis for a fine competition
car.

Alconi began development work on
the 125 as soon as the model was intro-
duced more than four years ago. The
1258 Scorpion is marketed by the Fiat
franchise holders in Pretoria. Fiat
South Africa have given the project full
support, the cars are sold with factory

guarantee, and are genuine production
cars in that part of the world. You can
either buy a Scorpion off the floor, or
have your existing 125 converted.

On the road the Hart/Tapper Fiat
quickly revealed itself as a rapid 1.6 litre
four-door saloon, reaching 100mph from
a standstill in less than half a minute, and
having a top speed of almost 120mph.
By running it well into the red, the 125
would do 105mph in third, and the
standing quarter-mile came up in 15.9sec.
Fifty mph from a standstill took 6.0s,
60mph 8.6, and 70mph 11.2s.

Just as impressive was the flexibility
of the car. It would pull from low revs
and there always seemed plenty of power.
Trevor commented that this was a
great asset under rally conditions. Many
of the cars, with wild camshafts, had vir-
tually no power down low — right where
it was needed out of slow corners. At
the same time the strong engine revved
freely and seemed happy running to 6500
or 7000rpm. The makers recommend the
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former as a rev limit as things wear
rapidly at 7000rpm or more. By using
a more conservative rev limit, the car is
just as fast.

An accident during the Castrol GTX
production race at the Levin international
Tasman race in January almost put paid
to rally plans. Walter was hit from be-
hind by Richard Brocklehurst’s Falcon
GTHO on the main straight. The Fiat
went sideways, but Walter thought he
had caught it when the overtaking Falcon
hooked the front end of the 125, spin-
ning it at high speed into a safety fence
on the main straight.

Only four panels — roof, two doors
and boot lid —escaped unmarked. The
rest of the car was virtually a write-off,
but two months later it had been com-
pletely rebuilt backyard style into a com-
petitive rally car. “We planned on doing
the 1972 Heatway before the start of
the 1971 event last May,” said Hart.
“But the accident put us behind schedule
alittle.”

They were members of the Fiat team
and, in addition to their own comprehen-
sive service backup, Torino Motors, the
NZ Fiat concessionaires, provided ser-
vice vehicles. Hart and Tapper were one

MOTORMAN, July, 1972

Under-the-bonnet changes, from side-draught Webers to transistorised ignition

of few private entrants to carry a spare
engine with them. They also had a
spare gearbox (which was used) and sus-
pension parts.

The pair drove a 3-litre Rover in the
1971 Castrol Gold Star trial, but the
Heatway was their first major attempt
at rallying. On the circuit stages they ran
70lb pressure in the front tyres and 45Ib
at the back. In early testing they found
the Fiat understeered strongly, but by
pumping the front tyres really hard and
keeping the rear ones down, the rear end
of the car was more prone to sliding out,
thus cancelling the understeer.

In the 1971 Heatway Tapper was a
member of Mike Marshall’s service team,
gaining invaluable experience which he
used this year. But you cannot be ready
for all problems. The overheating dramas
were not traced completely until the boys
reached Pukekohe, almost at the end of
the second division on the third day. It
was found that the electric thermostatic
fan was not working correctly.

Near Wanganui at the end of the
opening division loose differential bolts
caused the oil to drain from the differen-
tial with consequent failure. Then they

lost fourth gear at Bay Park on Division

3 and ran the rest of this section without
top. Eight miles from the end of the
division the gearbox failed, and a new
one was installed in Gisborne. Up until
then the Fiat had been running well, but
by missing four special stages they were
out of the contest.

Advertising circles recognised that the
Heatway rally was great value for Heat-
way/Castrol — but what was in it for
the individual sponsor? Some groups
spent small fortunes on cars, and the
Hart/ Tapper entry was one of them. It
was easy to see the value for a motor
manufacturer or even a garage group
such as New Zealand Motor Corporation
or John W. Andrew & Sons, who have a
big business in the performance motoring
field.

But it was hard for a manufacturer not
in the business to justify the expense —
and put up enough for the crew to
have a fair go. But they were in, and
there were many ideas — or “excuses”
— for spending the company’s hard
earned promotion cash on what was in
most cases a pet interest, hobby or such.

A lot depended on the team and what
the members were prepared to do to help
themselves and their sponsor. When Hart
and Tapper had put their team together
and formulated their plan to attack the
rally, they approached Gerry Freeman,
Black & Decker’s New Zealand manager,
with firm plans for exposure of the car
and subsequently the company’s pro-
ducts.

Freeman, not a motorsport buff, saw
the potential and took the deal a step
further. He set up a competition with
Farmers stores throughout the North
Island and Calder McKay in the South
Island in order to get customer involve-
ment with the rally. Store customers were
invited to estimate petrol consumption
of the Fiat on the rally and could win
anything from bottles of champagne to a
power tool kit worth $200.

Before the event Freeman figured
that this public involvement would give
them a chance to take an active part in
the event, albeit a final outcome so far
as results were concerned was grim: 47th
overall out of the 69 finishers. But the
car had received good exposure, the
object of the exercise.

Hart’s Fiat reveals that the 125 is
easily adaptable as a high performance
saloon. It gets back to an old story that
if you start with something good and
develop it, you will doubtless come up
with something better.
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|T WAS pitch black. No moon, not a
star or a shadow. Nothing. Just rain
and an occasional rustle from the trees.
Without some sort of artificial lighting
you wouldn’t want to walk one step.

Suddenly a flicker in the distance.
Earth-bound vehicle or something in the
air? From our vantage point the powerful
lights appeared to originate a short dis-
tance above the ground as they flickered
and flashed across the treetops. Later

- came the noise, and gradually the forest

around us echoed to the urgent buzz of
a little engine.

We stood across a ford and the vehicle
approached at a seemingly ridiculous
speed. Then the driver saw what we
knew, and a large claw seemed to slow
the little car just before it splashed into
the river. Bouncing over rocks and into
holes, the Mini Clubman GT clambered
out the other side and there was a flash
as Jack Inwood’s camera caught the
action. Away into the night, with the
powerful array of headlights, and
Andrew Cowan was on his way to win-
ning the Heatway international rally.

Five after three on a cold Monday
morning in the Kariori forest near
Waiouru, and the rain began to fall
heavier. Soon we would be helping com-
petitors as traffic worsened the potholes

10

in the river bed and cars stalled. After
Cowan came the BMW 2002TI of Paul
Adams, followed by Bob Holden, Angus
Hyslop, Bernard Gauzere and Jean
Louis Leyraud. The New Caledonians
took to this slippery, narrow forestry
section like ducks to water, and when it
was all over Leyraud’s BMW 2002TI
had the fastest overall time.

The Heatway was an adventure for
everyone. From competitors and ser-
vice crews to control marshals, press and
spectators. For us it is one of the most
difficult events to cover. Make no mis-
take, it wasn’t just a sweet week away
from the office all expenses paid. This
was plain, hard work.

Everyone had their ups and downs;
the Heatway for us was a cold car in a
rainy car park in Auckland at 11.30 on
Anzac night waiting for promised results
of the Western Springs special stage.
They never came, and the newspapers
never had them the following morning.
Or feeling like an intruder each time we
attempted to obtain progress results from
the results caravan.

We were told things would be better
as regards results this year because of a
computerised system operating in Wel-
lington. Competitors had the same task

trying to find out progress positions. So
before you criticise the radio and press
reports, ponder on the tough job which
faced journalists. It will have to be better
next year, Heatway.

The Heatway was for us looking at
thousands of spectators at Pukekohe who
came to see a rather mundane showing
of rally cars circulating the Grand Prix
circuit, and thinking what they were
missing by not seeing a tough, loose-
metal special stage. Or seeing Ian Pinker-
ton lose control of his Corolla on the
first special stage near Wellington. His
car went out of sight behind a bush and
there was a bang as it bounced off a
bank.

The Heatway was feeling rather
special as competitors and officials alike

‘drove into Palmerston North on the

first night to be greeted by thousands of
waving people. Or roaring through a
forestry section in a Range Rover, which
must have been the ideal machine in
which to follow the event. The Heatway
was appreciating again the qualities of
an Austin/Morris 1800 which we drove
more than 3000 miles in covering the
seven-day event. The tremendous interior
space, the superb and forgiving handling
and roadholding, the good fuel con-
sumption.

MOTORMAN, July, 1972




way down the coast — and the extra
distance was worth it.

The weather was humid and wet for
nine-tenths of the journey, but the Dun-
lop Aquajet-shod Monaro handled con-
ditions admirably. It was quiet, comfort-
able and quick. The variable power steer-
ing is superb because it offers the best
of both worlds. At open road speeds the
steering is virtually unassisted and there
is no tendency to wander or oversteer.
Around. town, or when parking, the
power assistance makes for ease in opera-
tion.

Air conditioning is catching on in a
big way in Australia, and I believe it’s
only a matter of time before the trend
reaches NZ. Many people here feel our
weather does not demand air conditioning
but I cannot agree. AC can be used all
year round because it prevents misting
and is invaluable for any businessman
who likes to arrive fresh and relaxed for
an appointment. You can sit in a traffic
jam and feel completely at ease, with
clean, cool air. It reduces tension and
generally results in a much better frame
of mind.

I made an interesting comparison with
the Monaro and a 308ci Kingswood
automatic wagon which GMH kindly
loaned me during my Melbourne sojourn.
The Kingswood had the Australian V8
(noisier than the 350) and the local
Trimatic automatic which didn’t do as
good a job as the Chevrolet automatic
fitted on the 350 V8.

The 308 Kingswood was difficult to
start when warm, and the unassisted
steering was heavy at parking speeds with
its fat Dunlop Aquajet tyres. I was
pleased to find cloth seats becoming
popular in Australia because the climate
certainly demands them.

Tony Connolly, manager of export
sales at General Motors Holden and
therefore directly concerned with the
New Zealand market, was extremely
helpful, and I visited the engine foundry
at Fishermen’s Bend. Head office, tech-
nical centre, foundries and manufactur-
ing plants for engines, manual trans-
missions and other mechanical com-
ponents are at Fishermen’s Bend but
there are nine other Australian plants.

GMH commissioned Australia’s first
V8 engine manufacturing plant in 1969,
and the first 250ci unit was seen as the
ideal size for the local market. The
choice of 253 and 308ci V8s came after
months of concentrated research. GMH
was also the first Australian motor
vehicle manufacturer to undertake auto-
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matic transmission manufacture in 1970.
The Trimatic is now produced in 18
variations.

I saw crates of newly made V8s ear-
marked for GM Wellington, visited the
GMH technical centre where the engin-
eering design and styling offices are
located. 1 saw first examples of the new
Chevrolet 350 being built for export
only to places like South Africa and NZ
(the first examples are already here). The
Chev 350 is virtually an automatic
Holden Statesman with a revised grille.
It comes with automatic transmission and
power steering as standard.

From the hustle and bustle of GMH
I switched camps as Ford invited me to
the release of the XA Falcons held on
the Wednesday and Thursday after
Sandown Park. The superb release began
with a preview dinner in a restaurant on
the shores of the River Yarra, followed
the next day by a meeting in another
restaurant near Mornington, about 20
miles out of Melbourne. After a compre-
hensive briefing on the new range, in-
cluding coloured slides showing market
analysis, trends and prices, every model
Falcon was on hand for the press to
drive. Ford arranged a comprehensive
test route which drivers could follow.

Within a new hours I was heading west
on the 466-mile journey to Adelaide in
a new XA Falcon which hadn’t been
released in Australia. But I was soon
snarled up in Spm Melbourne traffic,
and took a wrong turning to Geelong. It
was 7pm before the journey was

Some of these Holden V8s, manufactured in GMH’s Melbourne plant, are exported to NZ

properly under v
early arrival in Auciauc wmc‘maucu.

In Geelong I bought the maps I had
been trying to acquire for hours and
saw my error. Now it was north to
Ballarat where I joined the Western high-
way and headed for the South Australian
border.

The Falcon was happy cruising at 80
to 85mph on the excellent road, but
after the meal stop at Horsham I dropped
back to an average of around 70mph
now that it was dark. With a full tummy,
a clear road and perfect evening con-
ditions, the remaining 290 miles looked
no problem.

Only 32 miles had passed since dinner,
and the Falcon rounded a fast sweeping
right hander. Ahead lay yet another
lengthy straight, but there was something
different about this one. A confusion of
lights and a tangle of wreckage. I pulled
over to the side of the road and stopped.
The entire highway was blocked with
wrecked cars and in the centre of the
mass were two trucks which had collided
head-on. It had happened only moments
before.

The driver of the semi-trailer was
dead, the other man in a smaller truck
was injured but not seriously. The
wrecked cars had spilt from the semi-
trailer. Hours later I drove into Adelaide
at 3am just as a Monaro struck an
Austin 1800 at an intersection, slicing
the latter in two and Kkilling the woman
driver. Tasman memories are not always
pleasant ones.
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Theny there was the time on River
Road, flear Wanganui, on the second
divisiof. Photographer Inwood had just
spent half an hour setting up his
numerous tripods and flashlights in pre-
paration for shooting every competitor
on a tricky corner. He had 15 minutes
in hand. From up the road came a local
who said the road had been completely
blocked by a slip so there was no way
the stage could be run. Just to be on
the safe side, Inwood waited half an

! hour and then packed his gear away.
The boot had just closed when Cowan’s
Mini was heard in the distance and inside
two minutes the Scot roared around the
corner in a spectacular slide, with the
rest of the field in pursuit. The Heatway
was trying not to laugh as an upset
photographer threw his torch against a
nearby fence in disgust!

On a wet Parapara road into Wanga-
nui we pulled over to let John and Paul
Jensen overtake in their Australian-
entered Capri. They were returning to
control after missing the final special
stage. There was no hurry. Three cor-
ners later we slowed considerably as the
corner was marked 20mph. Around it
the Capri had slammed head-on into a
non-competing Fiat 125. Tiredness has
its disadvantages in a long rally. But
miraculously the Capri was back in the
rally next day.

In Wairoa in the small hours of the

} morning a cheery, round-faced man
cooked sausages on an open grill for

the crowd and competitors. Twenty

! miles north of Opotiki at midnight we
knocked on three farmhouses showing

lights before raising someone to borrow

Frantic suspension repairs for Mike Marshall’s Escort in the third division near Tauranga

a phone. We had to make an urgent call
to the newpapers to advise them that
Mike Marshall had lost the lead after
hitting a .bank. The incident occurred
more than three hours previously, but
a rally is the sort of event when news can
travel slowly.

The Heatway was really looking for-
ward to a comfortable bed on a beautiful
morning in Gisborne. Or seeing the look
of delight on Cowan’s face in the same
town on the same night when he ex-
claimed he had seen his first kiwi on a

Motorman on the job at 3am during the final division. Donn Anderson talks with Andrew Cowan
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special stage near Tolaga Bay. Navigator
Jim Scott confirmed that the bird was a
kiwi. “I know the difference between a
kiwi and a kea after seeing them in the
bush,” said Jim. Some of the crowd
listening to Cowan were still disbelieving
and one added: “Andy, I think you
should have added some water to your
Scotch!”

Generally the rally was a success, but
there are still organisational probleins to
be ironed out. Running an event of this
nature is, of course, tremendously com-
plex and it is virtually impossible for
everything to be completely trouble-
free. This year there was less trouble
with "accidents involving service crews,
and MANZ stewards reported little
trouble with either competitors or service
Crews.

But stewards were alarmed by the
ignorance of the public watching special
stages from dangerous positions. Mr S. J.
Alexander, a Wellington area MANZ
steward, said: “We were perturbed by
spectators in special stages who ignored
the instructions of officials, and seemed
unaware of the dangers.” Drivers com-
plained of spectators standing right on
the edge of roads, and some in highly
dangerous positions on the outside of
corners. On the Moonshine Road, near
Wellington, on the final day adults stood
side by side with children in highly
dangerous spots.
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Taylor and Foulkes, in their Tyota Corolla, are
pictured on their way to second place in the, 1972
Heatway Rally. The Toyota team has entered three
cars in the Golden Shell Rally.




“We may have to look closely at run-
ning special stages in densely populated
areas in future,” said Mr Alexander. For-
tunately, as most special stages are con-
ducted in remote areas late at night, this
problem does not always exist.

There were countless stories to relate
and plenty of moments we missed. Like
Mike Marshall, who went to fit racing
tyres for Paekakariki Hill, only to find
stripped threads. He had to revert to
regular rally tyres, but still set fastest
time. Mike was so pleased with the rally
tyres that he used them on the racing
circuit stages, too. And how many people
knew his BDA engine was running on
Avgas?

During the early stages there was a
mix-up with time allowance and at the
start of one special stage Marshall, Jim
Richards and Leo Leonard were all told
they couldn’t start because they were
over their 30 minute lateness allowance.,
They weren’t, of course, but it took con-
siderable persuasion before officials let
them start.

Leo’s navigator Graeme Richardt
found himself a better driver than pas-
senger because he was ill on almost every
special. For Graeme the Heatway was no
fun.

The sixth-placed Peugeot 504 of New
Caledonians Bernard Gauzere and
Gerard Joepp was one of the competitors
to run without any proper service vehicle,
Bernard’s pretty wife followed in a
Peugeot 504 loaned by Campbell Motors,
and she carried a few parts, but the entry
had no real back-up, and it was a
tribute to the 504 that it ran almost
completely trouble-free,

Jim Carney pointed out that Jim
Richards has a great love for animals.

A worried Angus Hyslop and a happy Mike Langley — should the roles be reversed?

“Even if Jim was doing 100mph and he
spotted on opossum on the road, some-
how he always seemed to avoid running
over it,” said navigator Carney. A few
animals were sacrificed by other com-
petitors, however, and MOTORMAN’S
1800 almost “wore” an unconcerned
black cow standing on a black road on a
dark night.

The Rentokil Porsche 911T of Tim
Bailey/Brian Phipps would have been
much more competitive had it been fitted
with limited slip differential. Australian
Bob Holden was surprised to hear the
Porsche did not have one; said he had
been following the German car on one
stage and was sure something was wrong
with it. At that point Holden thought the
Porsche had an LSD.

Australian competitors were again
surprised to find our special stages. run
on closed roads, but most were impressed
with the event, and Holden compared it
to some in which he had taken part in
Spain.

Last year 15 competitors won special
stages, while 13 cars won stages in the
1972 event. With almost 1300 miles of
special stages — compared to an aver-
age of 800 - 900 in most European rallies
— the Heatway maintained its tradition
of being extremely tough and demand-
ing. Cowan said at the end that the
1972 Heatway was the toughest event
he had done in four or five years. At
the same time he said, “Virtually any
competitor has a chance. You can arrive
a complete stranger and still be com-
petitive because the route gives everyone
a chance.”

The tremendous amount of time and
expense involved in running in an event
like Heatway will make many competi-
tors think twice before having another

crack. Most sper

much as $300¢, ... )
budgeted large sums of money® Prize
money was poor and numerous com-
petitors were unhappy with the awards.
Marshall commented that in the 1971
Heatway a special stage winner received
$5 a stage with a $100 bonus at the end
for the crew who scored most stage vic-
tories. This year the car which won most
stages received only $100, failing to re-

ceive any $5 awards for individual stage
victories.

We admire anyone who takes on the
Heatway without any major support for
there is no way of recouping costs. Many
competitors had complex plans of attack.
For instance, Trevor Tapper and Walter
Hart, who drove the Black & Decker
Fiat 125 reviewed elsewhere in this edi-
tion, appreciated that the service Crews
worked just as hard as the drivers, They
made elaborate plans to ensure minimum
fatigue. Instead of having just one ser-
vice team, they had two, so that while
one was on shift, the other could be
sleeping.

They organised 12 men from as far
afield as Wellington and Coromandel,
and had the two service crews travelling
in four vehicles. A Holden utility and
Falcon station wagon carried spares and
equipment, while a Fiat 125 was on
hand for cannibalisation if additional
Spares were necessary. The fourth vehicle
was another Falcon which towed a six-
berth caravan used for sleeping and as a
base for cooking meals and working by
the service crews.

The Heatway is over for another year
and out of it have come three or four
New Zealand drivers who would well
hold their own in international com-
petition, according to Cowan. In fact,
Paul Adams left for a trip to Britain in
May, and Mike Marshall leaves for

Europe after the Shell Silver Fern rally
in September. Marshall plans to buy an
Escort TC, study British rallying, and
have a crack at the RAC international
rally in December before returning home.

Meanwhile rally director Murray
Thompson left NZ for Britain late in
May and planned to study the running of
the Scottish rally held last month. He
will also be talking to international rally
teams about taking part in the 1973
Heatway, which he wants included on
the international rally championship
calendar. Things look even brighter and
better for the 1973 Heatway rally, which
is expected to be run about July.

MOTORMAN, July, 1972
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Taylor and Foulkes, in their Toyota Corolla,
pictured on their way to second place in the

are
1972

Heatway Rally. The Toyota team has entered three

cars in the Golden Shell Rally.
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